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COMMENTS FROM COMMANDER GLASGOW : 
The weather is quickly turning into the Fall weather we have all become accustomed to and it will not be 
long before the evenings fall into the freezing temperatures.  I encourage all of you to not let this change of 
weather keep you from attending the monthly meetings and the events we contemplate over the winter 
months.  It is important that we continue with our planning on what we can do to help our fellow veterans 
and how we can enhance our efforts to work with our High School students.  We have the opportunity to 
instill in these students the qualities that we grew up with and still believe in.  If we ignore these young 
minds and do nothing to build their belief in their country and what it stands for, we are letting our country 
down.  This is not what we have learned over the past 50 years or so. 
 
This year so far, the Gahanna Post has sent 8 boys to Buckeye Boys State, including 1 from the SAL, and the 
Ladies Auxiliary has sent 4 young ladies to Buckeye Girls State.  At their reception on September 18th, they 
spoke of the experiences they had while at those institutions, and of how it has affected their lives.  This is 
the positive experience that we are yearning to receive from all our High School students, and the Legion 
must continue its work in achieving this goal.   
 
The Oratorical Contest was another venture that the Post was able to promote with our candidate doing well 
at State level.  This program was well on its way into cancellation this year, and no one expected it to be 
renewed for another year, but the outstanding demonstrations by the Oratorical Contest participants at this 
years events apparently changed the mindset of those who were ready to cancel the event.  This was very 
gratifying news to this Post, as we have had great participation every year since 2002.  
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COMMENTS FROM THE 1 ST VICE : 
The membership drive for 2009 is well under way and the post at present has 173 renewals paid to date.  
That leaves us with 137 still left to pay before the Veterans Day deadline On November 11th.  Since a good 
many of these members are not on the internet and will not receive this newsletter, I will begin calling them 
to remind them of the due date so we can meet the deadline set by the Department of Ohio for the 2009 
renewals.   
 
Please keep in mind that while we are following up on our current members, the membership committee is 
on the recruiting trail of 888 members who are still without a home post.  The post received the last 888 list 
from Department this week, and it has been split among the team to begin recruiting new post members.  
With this effort, we hope to increase our membership by over 100 new members beginning with the new 
year.  It is important that we put the word out that we are open to receive these new members and that we 
also need our current members to renew their membership.   
 
The membership committee is also committed to asking prospective members if they have relatives who 
may be eligible to join the Ladies Auxiliary or the Sons of the American Legion when they talk to these  
prospects.  They are already in the Legion or they would not be on the 888 list, so it is an opportunity that 
cannot be overlooked.  They have to go somewhere, so why not to the Gahanna Post? 
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NOTES FROM THE 2D VICE:  
The Post hosted a trip to the Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base on October 4th.  All who 
went to the museum met at the VFW Hall in Gahanna and car-pooled to Wright-Patterson.  The trip lasted until 
the museum closed at 5pm, and the group stopped at the Hope Hotel on the return trip to have dinner before 
heading back to Gahanna.   
 
Plenty of photos were taken and they will be posted on the web site gallery page as soon as the Adjutant 
receives them.  Due to the slow response, the availability for the trip was also extended to the VFW members, 
some who were thrilled with the idea.   
 
The next event scheduled for the Post is for Wednesday, October 15, when we will have a table set up at the 
Creepside Festival, held at Creekside Park. The event kicks off at 5:30pm but post volunteers must be there at 
5pm to set up the table and put out the goodies for the ghosts & goblins. The Post will have a decorated table 
and pass out goodies to the all those haunting the scene.  This event was coordinated by our new Service 
Officer, John Chestna, who renewed his membership this year, and who volunteered to become a Post Officer.  
John has had some experience with the problems involved with getting assistance from the VA. 
 
There is some coordination being put into having our first spaghetti dinner in the near future.  We are hoping to 
have it at the same place as our last one, which proved to be a very lucrative one for the Post and also was a lot 
of fun for all those who attended.  More about this plan will be forthcoming very soon. 
 
Coordination between the Ladies Auxiliary and the Post Officers has brought about a plan to have both their 
meetings on the same night in October, on the 16th, so we can begin to work more closely together and possibly 
be able to entice more of the wives of members to attend the meeting with their husbands.  We feel that one of 
the reasons attendance has fallen off is that with the cost of gasoline, many families do not want to make the 
extra trip to another meeting, so this will be a trial joint meeting, to test out the waters.  If you have never 
attended an Auxiliary meeting before, or have not been in a long time, please come to this one, and give the 
Auxiliary Officers some input on what you would like to see and do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Americanism Chair, Craig Reynolds: 
The past few months have been busy months as we have, in coordination with the High School advisors and 
members of the Americanism committee, been able to select and send some outstanding candidates to the 
American Legion sponsored Oratorical Contest, which resulted in Kurt Mosbacher reaching State level in his 
efforts.  Kurt was presented his award at the August general membership meeting along with a certificate for 
his achievement in the contest.  Kurt also spoke to the members of the 12th District during their District meeting 
and told of his experiences and how much the program has meant to him.  Kurt demonstrated at both these 
meetings how he was able to progress in the event.  Our thanks go out to Kurt for his accomplishments. 
 
During the month of September, the Ladies Auxiliary and the American Legion Post 797, along with Rod 
Tolliver of Gahanna-Lincoln High School, held a reception for the young boys and girls who had attended 
Buckeye Girls and Buckeye Boys State during 2008.  A photo of the group who were able to attend the 
reception is posted below, but all the photos are posted in the Photo Gallery of the Post Web Site.  Sadly, only 
2 of the 4 girls were able to attend, and only 5 of the 8 boys attended.  The girls awards were presented by 
Auxiliary President Carole Ebersole, and the boys by Malcolm Glasgow, Post Commander.  Awards also were 
given to the sponsoring businesses, which without their support, it would not be possible.  

                               . .   
         Left to Right :  Kelsey Driscoll, Caylee Whipple, Chase Beckman, Tin Yeung Cheung, Nathaniel Deuber, Adil Faquh, and SAL delegate Jared Liston 
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FROM THE SAL Squadron 797 Commander: 
 
Greetings to all, 
 
First, thanks to everyone who attended the SAL picnic on September 8th.  Before I go on however, I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank David Dilts for serving as Squadron Commander for the past three years.  
These are going to be tough shoes to fill, as Squadron 797 was “All-Time-High” in membership each of those 
years and was awarded the Detachment Commander’s Award each year.  Thanks again David for your hard 
work and dedication. We all wish you all the best this year as you step up as our 12th District SAL Commander. 
 
Now back to the picnic.  We had a super day, weather-wise and pretty good attendance.  Thanks to all who 
prepared food for the event and a special thanks to Detachment Commander Bill Dilts for installing our new 
officers.  We do have a great slate of gentlemen, both young and old, who look forward to getting the work of 
the Sons done this year.  The highlight of the day was hearing from our 2008 Buckeye Boys State delegate 
Jared Liston, who thanked everyone for allowing him to represent Squadron 797.  He explained the election 
process at Boys State and talked about his duties.  I do believe this was a life changing experience for Jared and 
I do think we made the right choice. As our Chaplain said as Jared was leaving the picnic, “We’ll take 100 of 
kids like him.”  After the installation and lunch we did have a short meeting where we voted to set our regular 
meeting time as the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  As of right now the location will be the Damon's 
Grill Gahanna at 358 S. Hamilton Rd.  If that location does change in the future we will let you know. 
 
In other SAL news throughout the 12th District and the Detachment of Ohio, we do have several fund-raising 
raffles and events.  The Detachment is raffling off a 1986 Corvette.  The tickets are $5.00 each and the drawing 
will be held at the Detachment Convention on May 17th.  Also, the Past Detachment Commanders will be 
holding a Reverse Raffle on January 17th, during the Midwinter Conference.  Tickets are $10 each and the 
drawing will be held at Grove City Post 164 at 5 pm.  Also, the District is raffling off a Tom-Tom GPS.  Those 
tickets are $5 each/5 for $20.  The GPS winner will be drawn at the Reverse Raffle on January 17th.  And last 
but not least, National Headquarters has announced that Ohio’s own Patrick Shea, a member of the Joe Barr 
Squadron 194 in Mason, Ohio is the second leading candidate for National Commander and slated to take office 
in August 2010.  The “Pat Shea for National Commander Committee” will be kicking off their campaign on 
October 31st at Post 194 in Mason with a campaign party.  The second campaign rally will be here in the 12th at 
Post 164 on December 13th.  As that event approaches we will get out more information.  As for now, 
congratulations to Pat and to the Detachment of Ohio.  This is a big feather in our cap!  
 
  From all the PROUD POSSESSORS of a PRICELESS HERITAGE, 
  John Tepper, Squadron 797 Commander 
  614-579-7793  tepper.1@osu.edu  
 

 
            Post Commander Malcolm Glasgow presents Certificate to SAL Boys State Delegate Jared Liston 
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LADIES AUXILIARY UNIT 797 : 

                                                                                                                                                          
The Auxiliary is trying something new!   
We are changing our meeting night to the third Thursday of the month, the same as the Post.  We will also meet 
at the same place, the VFW, at 7 PM.  We will be sharing the room.  These changes were made to try to 
increase participation.  We are planning some fun activities and will serve light refreshments.  Hopefully this 
will be a more convenient time and will eliminate an extra meeting nigh for the family.  There will not be a 
meeting on October 8th, it will be held October 16th.  Please come. 
 
Our Buckeye Boys and Girls State Reception was held September 18th at the Gahanna High School Media 
Center.  We did not have as much participation as usual, due, I think, to the power outages.  The delegates had 
interesting experiences to share with us and were grateful for the opportunity to attend.  The delegates and co-
sponsors were presented with certificates of recognition.  We are grateful to the VFW Post 4719 and Auxiliary, 
the Sunset Masonic Lodge 236, the Rotary Club, and the Kiwanis Club for their support over the last five years.  
This program helps develop the leaders of our future. 
 
Dates to remember: 
October 11 – District Fall Conference – 10 AM 
October 16 – Auxiliary Meeting – 7PM at VFW Hall 
 

    
  Carole Ebersole w/Caylee Whipple at BGS Reception     Students gather for awards at BGS-BBSReception 
 

    
  Carole Ebersole w/Kelsey Driscoll at BGS Reception     Kelsey tells of BGS while Mac & Caylee look on 
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Note from the Fundraising Committee: 
During past years the Ladies Auxiliary has participated in the annual Gahanna Flea Market, which this year was 
held on September 21st.  Due to the lower level of participation in the Auxiliary this year, they decided to not 
participate in the event.  Consequently, not desiring to lose the ability to have their presence seen in the 
community, the Legion Post members decided to carry on the event as a post function to recruit new members 
and to raise what funds they could to carry out post functions.   
 
The event was a huge success, as several post members, and some of their wives showed up to help out in the 
effort.  The event was so successful in fact, that we had more members there than we had chairs for, so many 
took turns sitting down out of the hot sun.  Last year, there had been a lot of difficulty selling the flashlights that 
had been donated by the Omega Corporation, and we sold only about 6 that time.  This year, since the weather 
has been so cooperative in taking the electric from everyone for several days, the flashlights were a “HOT” 
item, and we sold over half a box (approximately 22), raising enough to pay for the site rental at the flea market 
and to make the event profitable.  In all, the event gave the post approximately $188 in profit to put towards our 
efforts to assist veterans in the community. 
 
Photographs were taken, but the sun was so bright and hot that they may appear hazy to you.  Anyhow, they are 
posted below as well as on the Web Site in the Photo Gallery. 
 

   
         At this time, articles were getting sparse                    Near noon, and Merlin’s wife took over as Cashier 
 

   
Gary Filaseta and Malcolm Glasgow kept us organized       Traffic was steady and sales were good all day 
 
There are more photos of the flea market event posted on the Web Site on the Gallery Page.  Keep checking the 
site for additions, as the site is updated nearly every day, sometimes revising an article, or adding something of 
interest for all. 
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Please tell everyone you know of this event, as blood is needed badly all the while our troops are engaged in 
any hostilities anywhere in the world.  Even when our troops are not in harms way, the need for blood for any 
type surgery on one in the military dictates that we provide that blood for their needs.  REMEMBER – Our 
soldiers are your sons and daughters, nieces and nephews, granddaughters and grandsons, and their very life 
may depend upon your actions whenever the need for blood arises.  The Red Cross does not collect blood for 
our troops, but it will sell them that blood if  they have their type.  PLEASE – make sure the type blood your 
soldiers get is the type you give, as the Red Cross may not have it due to all the emergencies they attend to 
around the world. 


