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American Legion Post 797 Officers 
Post Commander  -  Malcolm Glasgow                                                    Post Historian  -  Merlin DePew 
Post Chaplain  -  Rusty Lundy                                                                  Service Officer  -  John Chestna 
IPPC/2d Vice-Commander  -  Diane McDaniel                                        Finance Officer  -  Gary Filaseta  
First Vice Commander  -  Stanley Wepking         Post Adjutant  -  Harvey Jones 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  Jerry McDaniel                                                        
 
Executive Committee                 
Jim Garrabrant      John Raab        Jack Steinhausser, Sr 
Craig Reynolds              Richard Trushel     
: 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 797                                            Ladies Auxiliary Unit 797                             
Post Advisor  - Malcolm Glasgow          President – Carole Ebersole 
Commander  -  Robert Crawford          1st Vice Commander -  
1st Vice Commander  -  William Heath                                                     2d Vice Commander – Linda Gease 
2nd Vice Commander  -                                                                              Unit Secretary – Judy Filaseta 
Adjutant  -  Harvey Jones                                                                          Treasurer/Membership – Joice Mahr 
Finance Officer  - (Temp) Gary Filaseta                                                   Sergeant-at-Arms – Diane McDaniel  
Sergeant-at-Arms  - Sam Snyder                                                               Unit Chaplain – Ruth Wepking 
Chaplain  -                                                                                                  Fundraising – Dawn DePew 
 
FROM COMMANDER MALCOLM GLASGOW:  
The time is drawing near for all Post 797 members to make the decision on whether they will continue to 
support the veterans and the community and it’s youth by dedicating themselves to remain members of the 
American Legion and Post #797 in Gahanna.  The Department of Ohio sets Veterans Day as the deadline for 
memberships to be paid to show each Post has met it’s quota of membership.  Without meeting that goal, any 
Post falling short will lose the additional funds allocated by Department as a bonus to that Post for it’s hard 
work in membership.  Meeting quota is only the start, as they each and every Post must work harder to meet 
the arbitrary number set by that Post the previous year.  Last year, Post 797 was established to have a quota 
of 292 paid members by Veterans Day of 2009, and secondly, to meet it’s all-time high quota of one member 
over the previous year.  In 2009, Post 797 had 345 paid up members, and this year we are shooting for 346 
minimum.  It is highly likely that we will surpass that number for 2010 as the Post membership chair and his 
assistants have been hard at work attempting to reach their goal of 400 members, a number that is looking 
much easier than once thought to reach. 
 
This year, the Post has been able to enlist the cooperation of a few more members to take an officer’s 
position in the Post and to work to fulfill the obligations of those positions.  Each and every one of the 
officers has had their hands full with tasks that have been presented throughout the first part of the 2010 year.  
The Post has been able to become involved in more projects than usual, and the efforts have paid off for the 
beneficiaries of that hard work.  As you will note in the various officers’ notices to follow, they have been 
quite busy with their endeavors.  As Commander, I want to thank each and every one of the 2010 Post 
Officers for all their hard work, and the year is only half done.  Thank you all. 
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow, Post 797 Commander 
For God and Country and The American Legion 
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For Craig Reynolds by Merlin DePew: 
The Gahanna American Legion and Ladies 
Auxiliary Post 797 held the Buckeye Boys and 
Girls State Awards Ceremony at Gahanna Lincoln 
High School on October 7, 2009.  The invocation 
was given by Chaplain Rusty Lundy and followed 
by guest introductions by Commander Malcolm 
Glasgow.   
Auxiliary President Carole Ebersole did 
presentation of the Buckeye Girls State Awards. 
The participants were: 

Ajda Gokeen 
Miranda Kritz 

Megan Jashinski 
Megan McCuff 

Stauroula C. Soulas 
Katherine Youngkin 

 

 
Buckeye Girls State Attendees - 2009  

Sponsors for Buckeye Girls State are the Ladies 
Auxiliary VFW Post 4719, Gahanna Rotary Club, 
Gahanna Kiwanis Club and Masonic Sunrise 
Lodge #783. 
 
Each of the participants told the guest about their 
experiences, each reinforcing the fact that Girls 
State was the best experience of their life.  During 
the weeklong program, the Girls State started their 
first blood drive in the competition. 
 

Americanism (Cont’d): 
Commander Malcolm Glasgow did presentation 
of the Buckeye Boys State Awards.  Participants 
included: 

Shalmeer Azmet 
Steven Chandler 
Tyler Chandler 
Daniel Fisher 

Jared Friedman 
Thomas Gregory 
Jonathon Grooms 

Aaron Gyde 
Brett Hollenbach 

Robert Mason 
Daniel Rajczyk 

Rob Roll 
Sai Pranav Uppati 

 

 
Buckeye Boys State Attendees – 2009 

Sponsors for Buckeye Boys State are Gahanna 
Kiwanis, Gahanna Rotary Club, Schoedinger 
Funeral Home, VFW Post #4719, Mr. & Mrs. 
Gary Eschelbach, James Garrabrant, Mr. & Mrs. 
Malcolm Glasgow, Mr. & Mrs. Craig Reynolds, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Jack Steinhausser. 
 
Each of the participants told the guest about their 
experiences, each reinforcing the fact that Boys 
State was the best experience of their life. 
�
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From 1st Vice Commander Stan Wepking: 
On the evening of October 20th, immediately 
following the VFW Post meeting, Commander 
Glasgow and Adjutant Jones called together a 
team of members to form a Post membership 
committee.  The members consisted of 
Commander Glasgow, Adjutant Jones, Finance 
Officer Filaseta, Honor Guard Captain 
Steinhausser, Dale Scholl, and myself.  Their 
goal was to contact all Post members who had 
not yet sent in their 2010 dues to remind them of 
the November deadline at Department to meet 
quota.  Then, each member received a section of 
the 888 membership list to call those members 
about transferring their memberships to the 
Gahanna Post. 
 
Each member also received a format of talking 
points on how to approach the 888 members to 
present the Post side of membership and how it 
benefits the Post, the individual, and the Gahanna 
community.  This is the first year in several that 
an actual membership committee has been set up 
to assist the 1st Vice in growing the Post 
membership. 
 
From 2d Vice Commander Diane McDaniel: 
The Post has been busier than usual this year 
with all the projects they have undertaken, but 
we have found time to get in a little recreation in 
the meantime.  The visit to Motts Museum went 
very well, and Mr. Motts himself found time to 
be the personal tour guide for the Post members 
who were able to attend. 
 
Jim Adams, who assisted me in setting up the 
tour did a fantastic job of coordination, and all 
went very smoothly.  Jim even obtained a card 
for all to sign and send to Mr. Motts, thanking 
him for all he did for the Post members. 
 
We are not looking into a second visit to the Air 
Force Museum in Dayton, and plans are being 
worked out for our annual Christmas Party.  It is 
normally held in lieu of our December meeting, 

but the Post Adjutant planned the Post raffle to be 
drawn on that date, so a meeting must be held so 
those wishing to attend for the drawing can be 
there.  This is the first large raffle the Post has held 
in 3-4 years, so we will have to plan our Christmas 
Party around it.  The December meeting is on 
December 17th at 7:00pm for all those who can 
attend.  The television will be raffled off 
immediately after the meeting closes. 
 
From Service Officer John Chestna: 
I recently received a phone call from a lady, the 
wife of a veteran, who was 94 years old.  She 
asked me if there were a way her husband could 
attend an Honor Flight.  I referred her to Bobbi 
Richards, Director of Columbus Honor Flight, at 
Columbus@honorflight.org, who is the direct 
contact for the Honor Flight.  I advised the lady 
that Honor Flight was on a first come, first serve 
basis prior to redirecting her. 
 
As far as Service Officer work, I have only 
assisted one member that I assisted once before.  I 
was informed that another non-member of the Post 
would be contacting me for some type of 
assistance, but I still have not heard from that 
person.  I am also available to assist any veteran 
needing to acquire their records or awards from 
their military service.  
 
You are invited:  Post 490, located at 1117 S. 
Hamilton Road in Columbus, Ohio is having a 
reverse raffle & Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, 
January 16th, 2010.  The fare will be as follows: 
Meatloaf dinner  -  5:00 to 7:00 pm 
(mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, roll) 
Cost - $6.00 per meal 
$$$ Reverse Raffle  -  7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Prize:  $500 (if one takes all), or $250 (if last 2 
split)  Only 100 tickets  
$$$ 50/50 drawing 
Winners need not be present to win! 
Proceeds benefit Locomotive and Nurses Training 
Programs. Sponsor: Am-Le Voiture 15 , 40&8. 
Entertainment – 7:00 to 11:00 pm 
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Family & Friends await 342d MP Company 1 

From Post Historian Merlin DePew: 
 
342d MP Company returns home!! 
Sunday evening, October 18th, just before midnight, 
the 342d MP Company arrived at Fort Hayes after a 
long assignment in Iraq.  They were transported on 
two busses from the airport preceded by the police, 
Patriot Riders, and the fire department. 
 
Their families and relatives arrived much earlier, 
around 8 pm.  The American Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary President, Carole Ebersole, helped host 
the reception.  The ladies of the Auxiliary Posts 
VFW 4719 and AL 797 provided refreshments 
while everyone was waiting for the troops to arrive.  
The media from channels 4, 6, and 10 were also 
there. 
 
As the evening progressed, excitement mounted.  
Finally the troops arrived!  The scene was quite 
exciting from the outburst of the families and 
relatives. 
 
The Color Guard of VFW Post 4719 and AL Post 
797 presented the colors as the troops marched by 
in formation to enter the building. 
 
Once inside, the 342d MP Company was honored 
with a ceremony.  During the ceremony, the flag 
that was flown over their post in Tikrit, Iraq during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 9/11 along with a plaque 
of authenticity signed by Captain (Commander) 
John R. Shipe III, and First Sergeant Rodney A. 
Howard, was presented to the VFW Post 4719 and 
AL Post 797.  Accepting the flag and plaque were 
Post 797 Commander Malcolm Glasgow and 
Captain Jack Steinhausser of the Color Guard.  
Other Color Guard members present included: 
 
Stan Wepking 
Gary Filaseta 
Erv Mathews 
Rusty Lundy 
Merlin DePew, Post Historian  

From Honor Guard Captain Jack Steinhausser: 
 
Below is the schedule for the American Legion 
Post 797 and VFW Post 4719 Honor Guard for 
Veterans Day: 
 
Nov 6   GLHS                  
9am – Meet at Post at 8am 
 
Nov 8   Havens Corner Church 
12pm – Meet at Post at 11am 
 
Nov 9   Post 490 American Legion 
6:30pm – Meet at Post at 5:45pm 
 
Nov 10  Kensington 
11:15am – Meet at Post 10:45am 
 
Nov 11  Middle School South 
 
8:30am – Meet at Post NLT 8:00am 
              Royal Manor 
9:30am 
               Brick Memorial 
11:00am 
                Pataskala Memorial 
1:00pm 
 
Nov 13 High Point School 
1:00pm – Meet at Post 12:00pm 
 
Nov 19 Hilton Easton-Ohio Agrigate Ind Min Assn 
7:30am – Meet at post 6:30am 
 
All American Legion Post 797 and VFW Post 4719 
members who are able to attend any of these events 
are requested to do so to help us observe this day 
that we honor all our veterans.  Veterans are our 
main purpose in being and we, as veterans, owe it 
to all our predecessors and current veterans to show 
them the honor that they have earned and deserve.  
After all, when we are gone, it will be those of us 
living now who will be honored in the same way as 
we pay homage to those who have gone before. 
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 Family & Friends wait for 342d MP Co.                     342d MP Company is welcomed Home                                                                                                                         
 

             
  342d MP Company is presented to crowd               Commander thanks Post & VFW Honor Guard 
 
Now that the 342d Military Police Company has returned home, we hope they will join all the other 
veterans in Central Ohio as they become eligible for the various FREE Veterans Day meals provided by 
some of the restaurants throughout the state and the Columbus, Ohio area.   
 
All veterans, upon presentation of valid ID are invited to have a FREE meal at one of the locations listed 
below, on the dates indicated at the pleasure of those restaurants.  This is an annual event on Veterans Day 
and the list of restaurants has grown from 1 a few years back to 4 now, and hopefully, more will join in for 
this occasion.  Please partake of what is offered, but remember to say “Thanks” for what these businesses 
offer. 
November 8    -    McCormick and Schmidts  3965 New Bond Street, Columbus, Ohio 
November 11  -    Applebees Restaurant (located throughout Columbus) 
November 11  -    Nutcracker Restaurant, Pataskala, Ohio (East Broad Street & SR 310 
November 16  -    Golden Corral (5PM – 9PM)  2 located in Columbus, Ohio 
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From Post Adjutant Harvey Jones: 
 
American Legion Post #797 will be setting up an informational booth at the Federal Building in downtown  
Columbus in Room 306 at the request of the Information Center at the Federal Building.  It will be set up 
on November 4, 2009 between the hours of 10:45 until 2:00pm that day.  We have been asked to provide 
informational materials on our veterans organization to employees and visitors to the building in the  
event they are interested in becoming members of the Legion, or at least want to learn more about it.  The 
two Post Officers who will be working this table are Commander Malcolm Glasgow and Honor Guard 
Captain Jack Steinhausser.  Thanks to both of them for volunteering to handle this request. 
 
Membership: 
 
Currently, the Post is at 245 members who have paid their dues for year 2010.  We are way behind in our 
attempt to meet our quota by November 10th.  That gives the members who still have not sent in their dues a 
few more days to get them in so we can get them to Department before Veterans Day.  It has to be the day 
prior to Veterans Day as they are closed on the holiday, and what comes in after November 11th does not 
count toward our quota.  We need 292 members paid up to meet the quota.  I am hopeful that all those who 
have been waiting will get their dues in right away so we at least reach our quota on time. 
 

       

 

 
           Sam Ishida is honored on his 90th Birthday                            Sam was presented with His Photo & a Certificate 

 
I am in the process of posting many photos taken by Post Historian Merlin DePew on the web site, so in the 
next few days be sure to look at the photo gallery on the site and see what the Post has been up to.  There 
are also a few photos of the Continuous Membership Certificate Awards presented over the past few months 
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