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American Legion Post 797 Officers 
 

Post Commander  -  Malcolm Glasgow                                 First Vice Commander  -  Tom Steckman 
Second Vice Commander  -  Merlin DePew              Post Adjutant  -  Harvey Jones 
Finance Officer  -  Gary Filaseta                                            Assistant Adjutant -  
Post Historian  -  Jim Adams                                                  Service Officer  -  John Chestna 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  Stanley Wepking                                   Chaplain – Rusty Lundy 
Asst Sergeant-at-Arms – John George                                   Asst Post Chaplain –  
Baseball Chair/Honor Guard -  Jack Steinhausser, Sr 
 

Post 797 Executive Committee Members 
 

Jim Garrabrant                      Jerry Kerr   John Raab                    Richard Trushel                         
 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 797 
 

Post Advisor  -  Malcolm Glasgow                                        Commander  -  Robert Crawford 
First Vice Commander  -                                                        Second Vice Commander  - 
Adjutant  -  Harvey Jones                                                       Finance Officer  -  Gary Filaseta (Temp) 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  Sam Snyder                                           Chaplain  - 
 

Ladies Auxiliary Unit 797 
 

President  -  Carole Ebersole                                                  First Vice Commander  -   
Second Vice Commander  -  Linda Gease                             Unit Secretary  -  Judy Filaseta 
Treasurer/Membership  -  Joice Mahr                                    Unit Chaplain  -  Ruth Wepking 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  Diane McDaniel                                    Fundraising  -  Dawn DePew 
 
 
Stay in touch with your American Legion Post 797 though our Website.  Visit http://www.al797.org/ 
 
 
FROM POST COMMANDER  
 

New Officers and New Year 
 
Now that the election for 2010-11 are over the post will make transformations of the New Officers and the 
Post’s programs go on. The Gahanna American Legion Post 797 Baseball teams will begin their busy 
schedule within the next two weeks. Games are at our Home Field behind Blacklick Elementary School. So, 
come out and support our Teams! The games begin at 6:00 PM and are generally over by 7:30 or no later 
than 8:15 PM.   
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Merlin Depew, new 2nd Vice Commander tells me after Baseball is over he’s planning some social activities 
for the Post. One being, Picnic with the Pop’s Concerts, CAPA Movies at the Ohio Theater and some 
surprises too. On August 21st we will have a joint American Legion VFW Post Picnic like we had last year 
in the VFW’s shelter house pavilion, so leave your calendars open and look for it on the Web Site or in next 
months Electronic Adjutant Newsletter.  
 
Our post was awarded the 2010 Ribbon for reaching quota for the ninth year in a row and “All Time High” 
Membership as well. Thanks to the efforts of Stan Wepking and Harvey Jones we did it again! I’m sure new 
First vice Commander Tom Steckman will get it for ten years, next year. 
 
I would like to thank all the past Post Officers for their concerted efforts over the last year making 2009-10 
another year in our history.  My sincere congratulations go out to all the new officers of Gahanna American 
Legion Post 797 and best of luck for another successful year in 2010-11. 
 
For the God and Country and the Good of the Legion,  
 
Malcolm "Mac" Glasgow 
Commander  
 
FROM THE POST ADJUTANT  
  
It hasn't officially been confirmed yet by District, but from our count, the Post has once again made All-
Time High, for the 9th consecutive year.  This means a lot, as Jack was awarded another banner for our flag 
at the District meeting, and a check is sure to follow at the Department Convention.  For everyone's 
information, the membership count is now 338.  As all of you will note, Jerry Kerr has stepped up to do the 
newsletter, so let's all give him some cooperation. 
  
The Post is working on another fundraiser by working the Gahanna Jazz-Blues Festival again this year.  The 
dates are June 18-20 and to date we have nearly enough people to cover all 4 shifts, which will mean a 
considerable amount donated to Post 797 for our volunteer work.  This is one way we can all contribute to 
our treasury so we can help our fellow veterans when we're needed.  If anyone else would like to pitch in, 
we can always use a few others to spell the members who volunteered for long shifts.  The hours for all 
shifts were in the last newsletter, but if you need to know, please feel free to call me at 887-8178.   
  
Now that we have many new officers and some who have moved to other Officer positions, we should be 
able to do a few other things to help out in our community and provide some assistance to those who need 
it.  Hopefully our new officers will dig into their jobs and lead us to some new horizons.  I want to add my 
thanks to all those who served last year and to offer my help those holding new posts in 797. 
  
Harvey Jones 
Post Adjutant 
 
FROM THE POST HISTORIAN  
  
As my position of Post Historian has come to an end and I reflect on the past year, I realize that it has been 
an enlightening and educational experience. 
  
Now, it is time to turn the reigns over to Jim Adams who has accepted the position as Post Historian for the 
upcoming year.  I am confident that Jim will do a great job with these new duties.   
  
Now, I am looking forward to the position as Second Vice Commander.  My hope is that I can do as well as 
Diane McDaniel has done over the past couple of years. 
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Outgoing Post Historian 
Merlin DePew 
 
FROM HONOR GUARD CAPTAIN JACK STEINHAUSSER  
 
The Honor Guard was busy on Memorial Day weekend.  We presented the flag at the New Life Church at 
Saturday night service and Sunday morning services at 9 and 11.  On Memorial Day, we held services at 4 
cemeteries, the wreath service at Creekside Bridge, and Gahanna Veterans Memorial Brick Dedication.  
Thanks to all Honor Guard participates for servicing. 
 
FROM AMERICAN LEAGION AUXILIARY  
 
The Twelfth District Convention was held at Southway Post 144 on May 22.  Our Unit was awarded several 
Certificates of Merit for our Green Reports. We were awarded First Place in Group I for Americanism and 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, and Second Place for Children and Youth and Community Service.  We 
deserve a pat on the back for a job well done.  This is quite an accomplishment for such a small Unit (22 
members).  Hopefully, we can increase our membership this year and do even more. The speakers at the 
Convention were Linda Close, Department First Vice President and Kathleen Livesay from Autism Speaks.  
It was a very informative and interesting day.  This is also where we hold our District Memorial Service.  
Each Unit President places a white carnation in a vase for each member who has passed away this year.  A 
Bible verse is read followed by the name of the deceased member.  It was quite a touching ceremony. 
 
Our Buckeye Girls State Tea was held the week before, also at Southway Post 144.  We had five girls in 
attendance, a total of fifteen including parents and siblings.  Vicky Buck from Hilliard Unit 614 gave a 
Power Point presentation including pictures from last year and all the information anyone could want about 
Buckeye Girls State.  She did a great job putting the parents at ease about sending their girls away from 
home as well as inspiring the Delegates and Alternates for the experience of their lives. 
 
We will have our Installation of Officers at our July meeting.  The Department President. Linda Close will 
be our Installing Officer.  She will also be speaking to our Post Members that evening.  We will be making 
final plans at our June meeting.  
 
The Membership Gala is still in the planning stage.  We are still trying to get a date and time coordinated 
(hall, entertainment, and food).  Please think about who you can bring to this event.  POST MEMBERS too!  
Bring your wives, daughters, sisters and any other eligible relatives.  We are looking for Auxiliary, Post and 
Sons Members.  Think about who you know from other organizations, church and neighbors who may be 
eligible.  One thing we can promise, it will be a fun time. 
 
Carole Ebersole, President 
 
Calendar of Events 
Buckeye Girls State, June 13-18  Ashland University 
Gahanna Unit meeting, June 17 VFW 4719 
Creekside Jazz Festival, June 18-20 
Department Convention, June 25-27 Toledo OH 
Veterans Day at the Zoo, July 3 
District 12 Installation, July 10 Southway Post 144, 6pm 
Ride to Recovery, September 4, around Columbus 
Autism Speaks Walk, October 10 
Stand Down, October 19 
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POPPY DAY 2010 
  
After a fantastic Poppy Day last year, we were disappointed to encounter difficulties with Kroger and Bob 
Evans that have supported us wholeheartedly in years past.  However, because these businesses had 
received corporate directives that "there would be NO donations or soliciting in front of their 
establishments", we were unable to use our usual venues. 
  
Therefore, our choice was limited to Creekside.  We had three Ladies Auxiliary members from the unit 
along with their spouses from the post, who generously gave their time to participate in Poppy Day on 
Saturday, May 29, 2010. 
  
Currently, we are considering other occasions during the rest of the year that we may be able to provide 
poppies to help support our veterans.   
  
Our revenue, so far, does not compare, evenly closely, to last year's donations, but we will have some 
money to help support our veterans this year.    
  
Thank you to those who participated in Poppy Day. 
  
Dawn DePew 
Poppy Chairman 

Ohio Department of Veterans Services is Searching for Veterans 

The Ohio Department of Veterans Services (ODVS) is searching for Ohio Veterans.  Many people do not 
realize that they are veterans and many Veterans do not realize their service may be worth more than they 
think.  

So, ODVS has begun canvassing the state with two simple messages: 

“Anyone who wears or has ever worn a U.S. military uniform is a Veteran,” and  

“Your service may be worth more than you think.”  

The department is asking Veterans to call 1-877-OHIO-VET to get connected to their County Veterans 
Service Office and their benefits.  If you know other Veterans, please pass this number along to them. 

Ohio’s Veteran population crosses all adult age, geographic and socioeconomic categories.  These Veterans 
are you, or your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers.  Many of them are not using the benefits they 
have earned with their military service.  

These benefits may enable a Veteran to pay for higher education, purchase a home or get help treating a 
medical condition. Ohio Veterans are eligible for these and a multitude of other benefits.  

“The department’s number one priority is identifying our Veterans, so that they can get the benefits they 
have earned,” said Bill Hartnett, ODVS Director.  “We don’t know where they are, but we know where 
they’ve been.”  

If you are one of the more than 900,000 Ohioans who wears or has worn a U.S. military uniform, your 
service may be worth more than you think. Call 1-877-OHIO-VET to get connected to your benefits. 
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June 2010 
Sunday                 Monday           Tuesday                Wednesday      Thursday               Friday                Saturday 
 
 
 
 

 1  2 3 4 
VFW Steak  
Dinner 5-7PM 

5 

6 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
Buckeye Boys 
State 

13 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 
Buckeye Boys State 
Buckeye Girls State 

14 
Flag Day 
Buckeye Boys State 
Buckeye Girls State 

15 
VFW Post 4719 
Meeting  - 7PM 
 
Buckeye Boys State 
Buckeye Girls State 

16 
Buckeye Boys 
State 
Buckeye Girls 
State 
 

17 
Legion Post 797  
Meeting – 7PM 
 
Buckeye Boys State 
Buckeye Girls State 

18 
Gahanna Jazz & 
Blues Festival 
 
Buckeye Boys State 
Buckeye Girls State 

19 
Gahanna Jazz & 
Blues Festival 
 
Buckeye Boys 
State 

20 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
Gahanna Jazz & 
Blues Festival 

21 22 23 24 25 
Department 
Convention 
Toledo, Ohio 

26 
Department 
Convention 
Toledo, Ohio 

27 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
Department 
Convention 
Toledo, Ohio 

28 29 30    

 
 

July 2010 
Sunday                 Monday           Tuesday                Wednesday      Thursday               Friday                Saturday 
 
 
 
 

    1 2 
VFW Steak  
Dinner 5-7PM 

3 
Veterans Day 
Columbus Zoo 

4 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
Independence Day 
Gahanna Parade 

5 6 7 8 9 10 
District 12 
Installation 
Post 144  6PM 

11 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 

 

12 13 
 

14 15 
American Legion 
Post 797  
Meeting – 7PM 
 

16 17 

18 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 

19 20 
VFW Post 4719 
Meeting  - 7PM 
 

21 22 23 24 

25 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Gahanna Historical Society Request 
 

I hope this email is the correct one to contact the Gahanna ��������	 
�����	 ��
	 VFW on behalf of the 
Gahanna Historical Society.  We thought you might have some "long-time residents" in your organization 
that could help us with a local history research project.  It involves the land at Friendship Park, which was 
formed around 1970.  Prior to that it was an African American social club, but we are having �	 very difficult 
time finding information on it.  If there are folks in your membership that lived here in the 1940s or 1950s, 
perhaps they remember something or could share information with us.  Would you be able to pass this 
information along ��	 ����	 ����������	 ��
	 ����	 ������	 ����	 ���	 ������� ����	 ��	 �������	 ���   We 
certainly appreciate any help you can provide in reaching our senior ����
����  and thank you very much for  
your time! 
 
CONTACT:  
Gahanna Historical Society  
Christy Evans  
(614) 476-0371  
BWCC@GahannaHistory.com  
106 S. High St.  
Gahanna, OH 43230  
www.GahannaHistory.com 	
 
AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL  
 
Jack Steinhausser, Baseball Chair, has reported the Post will sponsor 2 baseball teams again this year.  
Below is the schedule for each team.  Post 797 team will play their home games at Blacklick Elementary 
School.  Games start at 6PM.  Be sure to come out and support our teams. 

 
American Legion 12th District Senior Schedule 

 
Date   Teams     Notes     
 
6/1/2010  532 Ready at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   164 Grove City at 614 Bradley 
 
6/2/10   239 Thomas Worthington at 797 Gahanna 
   532 Ready at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/3/2010  82 Watterson at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   443 Upper Arlington at 171 Westerville Central 
   532 Ready at 171 Westerville North 

614 Darby at 532 Ready 
 
6/4/2010  82 Watterson at 164 Grove City 
   239 Thomas Worthington at 532 Westland 
   443 Upper Arlington at 144 St. Charles 
   614 Darby at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/5/2010  614 Bradley at 430 Hartley (D. H. 1st game at 10 a. m.) 
   82 Watterson at 443 Upper Arlington (D. H. 11 a.m. & 1 p. m.) 
   171 Westerville Central at 614 Darby 



7 
 

American Legion 12th District Senior Schedule 
 

Date   Teams     Notes     
 
6/6/2010  144 St Charles at 171 Westerville Central 
   614 Bradley at 164 Grove City 
 
6/7/2010  82 Watterson at 144 St. Charles 
   430 Hartley at 532 Westland 
   171 Westerville North at 443 Upper Arlington 
 
6/8/2010  430 Hartley at 171 Westerville North 
   614 Darby at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   532 Ready at 164 Grove City 
 
6/9/2010  430 Hartley at 171 Westerville North 
   614 Bradley at 82 Watterson 
   614 Darby at 171 Westerville South 
   430 Hartley at 164 Grove City 
 
6/10/2010  443 Upper Arlington at 430 Hartley 
   532 Ready at 82 Watterson 
   144 St Charles at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   532 Westland at 614 Darby 
 
6/11/2010  171 Westerville North at 82 Watterson 
   443 Upper Arlington at 532 Westland 
   614 Darby at 614 Bradley (D.H. 1st Game at 5P. M.) 
 
6/12/2010  430 Hartley at 797 Gahanna (D. H. 1st game at 10 a. m.) 
   430 Hartley at 171 Westerville North 6 P.M. ??????????????????? 
 
6/13/2010  430 Hartley at 144 St. Charles 
   171 Westerville Central at 171 Westerville South (DH 1st game at noon) 
 
6/14/2010  532 Westland at 171 Westerville North 
   614 Darby at 144 St. Charles 
   164 Grove City at 614 Bradley 
 
6/15/2010  171 Westerville South at 430 Hartley 
   171 Westerville Central at 82 Watterson 
   239 Thomas Worthington at 171 Westerville North 
   614 Darby at 164 Grove City 
   614 Bradley at 144 St Charles 
   171 Westerville South at 430 Hartley 
 
6/16/2010  430 Hartley at 532 Ready 
   239 Thomas Worthington at 614 Bradley 
   443 Upper Arlington at 614 Darby 
   164 Grove City at 171 Westerville North 
   797 Gahanna at 171 Westerville South 
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American Legion 12th District Senior Schedule 
 

Date   Teams     Notes     
 
6/17/2010  82 Watterson at 430 Hartley 
   171 Westerville Central at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   532 Ready at 171 Westerville North 
   164 Grove City at 797 Gahanna 
 
6/18/2010   144 St Charles at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/19/2010  171 Westerville North at 171 Westerville South  (D. H. 1st game at noon) 
   430 Hartley at 171 Westerville Central  (D. H. 1st game at 10 a. m.) 
 
6/20/2010  797 Gahanna at 171 Westerville North  (D. H. 1st game at 2 p. m.) 
 
6/21/2010  82 Watterson at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/22/2010  430 Hartley at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   443 Upper Arlington at 164 Grove City 
   797 Gahanna at 82 Watterson 
   532 Ready at 144 St Charles 
 
6/23/2010  82 Watterson at 614 Darby 
   164 Grove City at 430 Hartley 
   171 Westerville North at 171 Westerville Central 

239 Thomas Worthington at 443 Upper Arlington 
   171 Westerville South at 614 Bradley 
 
6/24/2010  171 Westerville South at 82 Watterson 
   614 Darby at 430 Hartley 
   797 Gahanna at 443 Upper Arlington 
   144 St Charles at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/25/2010  171 Westerville North at 443 Upper Arlington 
   532 Ready at 171 Westerville South 
 
6/26/2010  614 Bradley at 171 Westerville North 
 
6/27/2010  171 Westerville South at 144 St. Charles (D.H. 1st game at Noon) 
 
6/28/2010  614 Bradley at 171 Westerville North 
   164 Grove City at 171 Westerville Central 
 
6/29/2010  171 Westerville South at 239 Thomas Worthington 
   614 Bradley at 443 Upper Arlington 
   144 St. Charles at 164 Grove City 
 
6/30/2010  239 Thomas Worthington at 164 Grove City 
   614 Darby at 797 Gahanna 
 
7/1/2010  144 St Charles at 614 Bradley 
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American Legion 12th District Senior Schedule 
 

Date   Teams     Notes     
 
7/5/2010  171 Westerville North at 614 Darby 
 
7/6/2010  171 Westerville South at 443 Upper Arlington 
   430 Hartley at 614 Bradley 
   532 Westland at 82 Watterson 
   144 St Charles at 797 Gahanna 
 
7/7/2010  532 Ready at 430 Hartley 
   614 Darby at 443 Upper Arlington 
   171 Westerville South at 164 Grove City 
 
7/8/2010  797 Gahanna at 430 Hartley 
   614 Bradley at 614 Darby 
 
7/9/2010  532 Ready at 443 Upper Arlington 
 
7/11 through 7/18  12th District Senior Tournament 
 
7/25 through 7/30  Department of Ohio Tournament 
 

American Legion 12th District Junior Schedule 
 

Dates   Teams      Notes    
 

6/7/2010  532 Westland at 430 Hartley    
    

6/9/2010   164Grove City at 430 Hartley   
6/10/2010           430Hartley at 443 Upper Arlington   
6/13/2010     430 Hartley at  144 St Charles   
6/14/2010           Post 164 Grove City West Central   

    
6/17/2010 430 Hartley at  797Gahanna   
6/19/2010 430Hartley at 532 Westland        D.H. 1st Game 10a.m. 

    
6/22/2010   164Grove City at 430 Hartley   
6/23/2010     430 Hartley at 164 Grove City   
    
6/26/2010           443Upper Arlington at 430 Hartley        D.H. 1st Game 10a.m. 

            164Grove City Vs 62Chilicothe        D.H. 1 & 3 P. M. 
6/27/2010  430 Hartley at 797 Gahanna   
    
6/28/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   
6/29/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   
6/30/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   
7/1/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   
7/2/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   
7/3/2010 12th District Jr Tournament   

    
7/6/2010  430 Hartley @ 797Gahanna   
7/8/2010            532?? @ 430Hartley   
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Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

                                         

 
 
1. How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb of the Unknowns and why?  
 
21 steps: It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute which is the highest honor given any military or foreign 
dignitary.  
 
2. How long does he hesitate after his about face to begin his return walk and why?  
 
21 seconds for the same reason as answer number 1   

   
 
3. Why are his gloves wet?  
 
His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip on the rifle.  
 
4. Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time and, if not, why not?  
 
He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb. After his march across the path, he executes an 
about face and moves the rifle to the outside shoulder.  
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5. How often are the guards changed?  
 
Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year.  

    

6. What are the physical traits of the guard limited to?  
 
For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5' 10' and 6' 2' tall and his waist size 
cannot exceed 30.  
 
They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any 
alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives. They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and 
cannot disgrace the uniform or the tomb in any way. 
 
After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of 
the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn. The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or 
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give up the wreath pin.  
 
The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their feet. There are metal 
heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to make the loud click as they come to a halt.  
 
There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform. Guards dress for duty in front of a full-length mirror.  
 
The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone nor watch TV. All off duty time is spent studying 
the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery. A guard must memorize who they are 
and where they are interred. Among the notables are:  
                     President Taft,  
                     Joe Lewis {the boxer}  
                     Medal of Honor winner Audie L. Murphy, the most decorated soldier of WWII.   

Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty. 

  

ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD AND LET PERPETUAL LI GHT SHINE UPON 
THEM.   
 
In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington, DC, our US Senate/House took 2 days off with 
anticipation of the storm. On the ABC evening news, it was reported that because of the dangers from the  
hurricane, the military members assigned the duty of guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were 
given permission to suspend the assignment. They respectfully declined the offer, "No way, Sir!" Soaked to 
the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not just an 
assignment, it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a serviceperson. The tomb has been patrolled 
continuously, 24/7, since 1930.  
 
God Bless and keep them.  
We can be very proud of our young men and women in the service no matter where they serve.  

IN GOD WE STILL TRUST 

�����������	�
����
�����
����
����	
�
�������
���
	 	����

����
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MOVING WALL,  200 FLAGS  

Over Memorial Weekend, the Westerville Sports Complex was home to a traveling replica (half-size) of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington and 2,000 flags called “Field of Heroes”.  The patriotic display 
was free and open to the public day and night, thanks to portable lighting and with the assistance from 
community volunteers providing information and supervision. 

The Moving Wall, a 250-foot steel-and-aluminum version of the Vietnam Veterans memorial, isn’t 
affiliated with the national monument.  There are two models that tour the country and both carry the names 
of 58,195 American service men and women killed in the conflict.  The first American to be killed in 
combat in Vietnam, Spc. James T. Davis, Army Security Agency on Dec. 22, 1961.  

This is the second year for the flags in the “Field of Heroes”.  They are intended to honor not only military 
personnel but also everyday heroes.  It can be any hero in your life – a loved one who battled cancer or 
teacher who helped change your life.  For $30, anyone can sponsor a flag which can be kept by the sponsor 
at the end of the event.  The flags are 3-by-5 in size and hang from an 8-foot pole.  

 

 

 


