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Newsletter 
 
Editor / Publisher – Jerry Kerr                   email: jjkerr@aol.com 
 
Stay in touch with your American Legion Post 797 though our Website.  Visit http://www.al797.org/ 
 
 
FROM POST COMMANDER  
 
Senior Team has completed over half their schedule and the Junior Team has started the 12th District 
Tournament. There are still plenty of games left to watch at our Home Field behind Blacklick Elementary 
School. So, come out and support our Teams! The games begin at 6:00 pm and are generally over by 7:30 or 
no later than 8:15 pm. Come out to see a game and have some fun before the season is over!  
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Merlin DePew, 2nd Vice Commander is planning several social activities for our Post. One being, the OSU 
Marching Band with fireworks at “Picnic with the Pop’s” Concert on July 31st and going to the Ohio 
Theatre to see the Academy Award winning movie “Patton” on Saturday, July 17th.  George C. Scott won 
the Best Actor Oscar, but did not accept it because he said it’s an honor enough to have played the part of 
General George S. Patton.  
 
So leave your calendar open and look for it on our web site in this month’s Electronic Adjutant Newsletter. 
Merlin has many other events he would like to schedule based on what our members want to do. Call Merlin 
and let him know, so we can get them scheduled. Be sure to mark your calendars for Saturday, August 21st 
for the American Legion 797 & VFW 4719 Joint Picnic complete with corn, brats, hot dogs, hamburgers 
covered dishes and homemade desserts. Last year’s picnic was outstanding and everyone had a great time 
eating the fresh picked corn. 
 
The 92nd Department of Ohio Legion Convention took place at the Sea Gate Centre on June 25-27th  in 
Toledo, Ohio. Gahanna American Legion Post 797 won “All Time High” Membership award again for the 
ninth consecutive year! I would like to thank all the Post Officers for their concerted efforts over the last 
year that made this award possible. Special thanks go to Harvey Jones, Adjutant, for his work driving the 
membership toward this goal 
 
For the God and Country and the Good of the Legion,  
 
Malcolm "Mac" Glasgow 
Commander  
 

 
2010 Post 797 Officers 
First Row (L to R): Gary Filaseta, Jim Adams, Richard Trushel, Stan Wepking, Tom Steckman.  Back Row: 
Jerry Kerr, Jim Garrabrant, Jim Refinati (Past 12th Dist. Commander – Installing Officer), Malcolm 
Glasgow, Merlin DePew, Rusty Lundy, John George, John Raab, Jack Steinhausser. 
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From the Second Vice Commander 
  
Just to let everyone know the results from the activity/event sheets submitted at the June meeting.  We will 
be arranging events throughout the year to reflect the interests expressed by post members as follows:  
        
   Bowling      13 
   The Wilds      13 
   Clippers Game     12 
   Roscoe Village/ Wine Tour/Restaurant  12 
   Ye Olde Mill @ Utica     11 
   Columbus Zoo      11 
   Tecumseh      10 
   Picnic with the Pops     10 
   Bob Evans Farm Festival      9 
   Perkins Observatory       8 
   Motorcycle Museum       7 
  
With spouse participation, we should have quite a few members attending each of these events.  We are 
currently making arrangements for the first two events. Our first activity will be Picnic at the Pops on July 
31st.  The theme is "Spirit/Ohio State Marching Band and Fireworks".  This event will begin at 8:00 
p.m.   The Clippers game is scheduled for August 13th which begins at 7:05 p.m.  Further details will be 
forthcoming at the July meeting.    Please be ready to give your reservation at the meeting or contact me at 
866-7763 so final arrangements can be made.   
  
We are looking forward to an exciting year! 
Merlin DePew 
 
FROM THE POST ADJUTANT  
 
We are starting off a new year, with many new officers, and an agenda of trying to do more in the 
community other than all that is done by the Post Honor Guard and the Post American Legion Baseball 
Program.  We need to get back to doing more in the community for the youth and the community as a 
whole.  The Oratorical and Buckeye Boys/Girls State Programs are very steady programs that do a lot for 
the High School students, but what about the upcoming elementary school students? 
 
We were recently asked to donate money to help purchase backpacks for those students who are in need, but 
I presume the organization proposing that wants to give them to all the elementary students rather than just 
the needy.  It's estimated that those backpacks could cost at least $20 each, or more, as they also want to fill 
them with school-use materials. 
 
I, myself, think that this is a good start in working with the elementary students more than in the past.  But, 
we as a Post only receive a small amount of the dues each member pays for his/her membership, so we must 
use some common sense in how much the Post donates.  But, my thoughts are on what these students are 
being taught and whether they are losing out on what America really stands for any longer.  We recently 
heard that some schools want to eliminate the Pledge of Allegiance, and want to eliminate the Flag from 
the classrooms, as well as to not allow any reference to religion in the classrooms.    
 
THIS HAS TO STOP!!  If our local schools are dropping traditions of loyalty to our country, they must 
return to the ways of the past, and return the Pledge, Flag, and religious freedom to the schools.  If they do 
not, we must do our part to keep these thoughts in the minds of all the students, less they grow up without 
any loyalty to America and its traditions. 
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I support the backpack project, but only if they would allow the American Legion to add another item to the 
backpack when it is presented to each student.  That item would be a reminder to each and every student of 
what it means to be an American, and what its responsibilities are.  Now, to do this, it would take some 
funding, and after the Post donates to the backpack project, funds will unlikely be available to add these 
other items to the backpacks, so I am asking that each one of our Post members donate at least $5.00 to help 
complete this program.  Give more if you can afford it, as I realize that there are those who cannot afford to, 
but this project may be one of the most Patriotic things we can do for our coming generation. 
   
Those Post members I have spoken to think it's a fantastic idea, and you will also when I put it on the web 
site for all to see.  It's a novel idea and I feel it's well worth the effort to help get these youngsters feeling 
more patriotic and even asking their teachers to let them say the Pledge of Allegiance and ask where their 
Flag is.  I intend to ask other American Legion Posts to assist us in this endeavor and to even possibly take 
on this venture themselves.  We must stop the disintegration of our country thru our children before it is too 
late.  The schools are not doing their part; and even though we are retired, it is still our fight, and we must 
win it!  
Harvey Jones 

Patriotic Places 
 

There are 30 places nationwide with “Liberty” is their name.  Iowa has more of these places 
than any other state with four. 
 
Eleven places have “Independence” in their name.  The most populous of these is  
Independence, Missouri. 
 
Five places adopted the name “Freedom”.  Among them Freedom, California is the largest. 
 
There is one place named “Patriot” – Patriot, Indiana has a population of 189. 
 
And what could be more fitting then spending the day in a place called “America”?  There  
are five such places in the country, with the most populous being American Fork, Utah  
with 27,064 residents. 
 

 

  
      American Legion Post 797 / VFW Post 4719 Honor Guard carrying Colors in Gahanna July 4th Parade. 
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What is the origin of the 21-gun salute?  
 

    

The use of gun salutes for military occasions is traced to early warriors who demonstrated their peaceful 
intentions by placing their weapons in a position that rendered them ineffective. Apparently this custom was 
universal, with the specific act varying with time and place, depending on the weapons being used. A North 
African tribe, for example, trailed the points of their spears on the ground to indicate that they did not mean 
to be hostile.  

The tradition of rendering a salute by cannon originated in the 14th century as firearms and cannons came 
into use. Since these early devices contained only one projectile, discharging them once rendered them 
ineffective. Originally warships fired seven-gun salutes--the number seven probably selected because of its 
astrological and Biblical significance. Seven planets had been identified and the phases of the moon 
changed every seven days. The Bible states that God rested on the seventh day after Creation, that every 
seventh year was sabbatical and that the seven times seventh year ushered in the Jubilee year. 

Land batteries, having a greater supply of gunpowder, were able to fire three guns for every shot fired 
afloat, hence the salute by shore batteries was 21 guns. The multiple of three probably was chosen because 
of the mystical significance of the number three in many ancient civilizations. Early gunpowder, composed 
mainly of sodium nitrate, spoiled easily at sea, but could be kept cooler and drier in land magazines. When 
potassium nitrate improved the quality of gunpowder, ships at sea adopted the salute of 21 guns. 

The 21-gun salute became the highest honor a nation rendered. Varying customs among the maritime 
powers led to confusion in saluting and return of salutes. Great Britain, the world's preeminent sea power in 
the 18th and 19th centuries, compelled weaker nations to salute first, and for a time monarchies received 
more guns than did republics. Eventually, by agreement, the international salute was established at 21 guns, 
although the United States did not agree on this procedure until August 1875.  

The gun salute system of the United States has changed considerably over the years. In 1810, the "national 
salute" was defined by the War Department as equal to the number of states in the Union--at that time 17. 
This salute was fired by all U.S. military installations at 1:00 p.m. (later at noon) on Independence Day. The 
President also received a salute equal to the number of states whenever he visited a military installation. 

In 1842, the Presidential salute was formally established at 21 guns. In 1890, regulations designated the 
"national salute" as 21 guns and redesignated the traditional Independence Day salute, the "Salute to the 
Union," equal to the number of states. Fifty guns are also fired on all military installations equipped to do so 
at the close of the day of the funeral of a President, ex-President, or President-elect. 
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Today the national salute of 21 guns is fired in honor of a national flag, the sovereign or chief of state of a 
foreign nation, a member of a reigning royal family, and the President, ex-President and President-elect of 
the United States. It is also fired at noon of the day of the funeral of a President, ex-President, or President-
elect. 

Gun salutes are also rendered to other military and civilian leaders of this and other nations. The number of 
guns is based on their protocol rank. These salutes are always in odd numbers.  

Source: Headquarters, Military District of Washington, FACT SHEET: GUN SALUTES, May 1969. 

Joint American Legion / VFW Posts Picnic 
 

Plan to attend the 2nd annual Joint American Legion Post 797 & VFW Post 4719 Picnic. 
 

Saturday, August 21st.   VFW Post 4719 Shelter House.  Starts at NOON. 
 
FREE FOOD  (Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Bratwurst, Corn on the Cob, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Deserts, Pop 
& Beer). 
 

Yard games:  Corn Hole, Bocce Ball, Hillbilly Golf, Horse Shoes and Good Ole Hanging Out. 
 

VFW Post 4719 Canteen Meals 
 
Everyone knows that Post 797 holds their stated meetings at VFW Post 4719 and is charged a very small 
amount for use of the Post Hall.  Post 4719 is stepping up their meal service and is asking Post 797 to 
support the VFW Post by attending as many of the meals served at Post 4719.   
 
Post 4719 meal schedule: 
 
Breakfast:  Every Sunday from 9-11.  Cost is $5.00 for Eggs, Bacon or Sausage, Hash Browns, Toast, 
Coffee.   Also available are Omelets, Sausage Gravy and Mush.  There are usually a number of Legion 
members from Post 797 attending Sunday Breakfast around 9 AM. 
 
Steak Dinner:  1st Friday of the month from 5-7.  Cost is $15.00.  Delicious sirloin steak with baked potato, 
salad, desert. 
 
Wednesday Dinner:  Served every Wednesday from 5-7.  Cost is $5.00.  Meals change every week and 
will consist of various menu items from burgers to meatloaf and other tasty choices. 
 
Lunch:   Starting in September Lunch will be served Monday to Friday from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.  Cost is 
$5.00.  The daily Menu will have selections of soups and hot or cold sandwiches. 
 

Remember when you are looking to eat outside the home, 
please check in at VFW Post 4719 for your dining pleasure. 

 
 

4th of July 
 
   On this day in 1776, the Declaration of Independence was approved  
                                     by the Continental Congress starting the 13 colonies on the road to  
                                     freedom as a sovereign nation. 
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July 2010 
Sunday                 Monday           Tuesday                Wednesday      Thursday               Friday                Saturday 
 
 
 
 

    1 2 
VFW Steak  
Dinner 5-7PM 

3 
Veterans Day 
Columbus Zoo 

4 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
Independence Day 
Gahanna Parade 

5 6 7 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

8 9 10 
District 12 
Installation 
Post 144  6PM 

11 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 

 

12 13 
 

14 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

15 
American Legion 
Post 797  
Meeting – 7PM 
 

16 17 

18 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 
 

19 20 
VFW Post 4719 
Meeting  - 7PM 
 

21 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

22 23 24 

25 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 

26 27 28 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

29 30 31 

 
 

August 2010 
Sunday                 Monday           Tuesday                Wednesday      Thursday               Friday                Saturday 
1 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 
 

2 3  4 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

5 6 
VFW Steak  
Dinner 5-7PM 

7 
 

8 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 
 

9 10 11 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

12 13 14 
 

15 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 

16 17 
VFW Post 4719 
Meeting  - 7PM 
 

18 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

19 
American Legion 
Post 797  
Meeting – 7PM 
 

20 21 
Legion / VFW 
Picnic 

22 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 

 

23 24 
 

25 
VFW Dinner 
5-7PM 

26 27 28 

29 
VFW Breakfast 
9-11AM 
 

30 31         
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EAGLE COURT OF HONOR  
 
American Legion Post 797 presented the American Flag to Kyle Wetherill at his Eagle Court of Honor.   
  
Kyle is a member of Boy Scout Troop 898 which meets at Peace Lutheran Church in Gahanna.  He is a 
senior at Gahanna Lincoln High School, where he plays Hockey and Lacrosse. He has served in various 
leadership positions in the troop but was also the Senior Patrol Leader (SPL) for Eagle Feather (a National 
Youth Leadership Training Program) for two years.  
  
Kyle has been a great role model for the younger boys in the Troop.  He will be attending Columbus 
College of Art and Design in the fall and will be able to continue his relationship with the troop as an Adult 
Leader.  

   
                               Flag folded by Commander Malcolm Glasgow & Jack Steinhausser 
 
 

   
              Chaplin Rusty Lundy presents flag to Kyle Wetherill 
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Happy 4th of July...       
 
 

I  PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE  FLAG,  
OF  THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 
AND  TO THE REPUBLIC,  
FOR WHICH IT STANDS, 

 
ONE  NATION, UNDER  GOD, 

 
INDIVISIBLE,  WITH  

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL!  
 
 

KEEP  IT LIT! 

 
 

KEEP IT  LIT!    
 

For all of our other military personnel,  
wherever they may be,    

Please support all of the troops  
defending our Country.   
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    God Bless our Military,  
who are protecting our Country for our Freedom.  

Thanks to them, and their sacrifices,  
we can celebrate the 4th of July   

  
 
 

 
 

We must be eternally grateful to those  
who serve for the freedoms that we have...  

 
 

I watched the flag   
pass by one day,  

It fluttered in the breeze.  
 
 

 
 

A young Marine saluted it,  
And then he stood at ease...   

I looked at him in uniform   
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So young, so tall, so proud,  
With hair cut square and eyes alert  

He'd stand out in any crowd.  
 
 

 
I thought how many men like him  

Had fallen through the years.   
How many died on foreign soil,  

How many mothers' tears?  
 

 

 
How many pilots' planes shot down?  

How many died at sea?  
How many foxholes were soldiers' graves?   

No, freedom isn't free...  
 

I heard the sound of Taps one night,  
When everything was still;  

I listened to the bugler play,  
And felt a sudden chill.   



12 
 

 
I wondered just how many times   

That Taps had meant 'Amen,'  
 

 
 

When a flag had draped a coffin.  
Of a brother or a friend.   

 

   
 

I thought of all the children,  
Of the mothers and the wives,  

Of fathers, sons and husbands   
With interrupted lives.   

 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea  
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Of unmarked graves in Arlington,  

No, freedom isn't free...   

 
Enjoy Your Freedom  

And God Bless Our Troops 
 

When you receive this, please stop for a moment and  say a 
prayer for our active duty service men and women. 

Of all the gifts you could give  
a member of the US Military, Prayer is the very best one!   

  
 


