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From Post Commander Malcolm Glasgow: 
 
It’s Post Nominations and Election time. 
The next two weeks are crucial to the future of our 
post, for this is the time of year when we consider 
who is going to lead our Post.  Officers and members 
thinking about running for Post Office should 
seriously consider the office duties and 
responsibilities before accepting nomination and 
running for that position.  Everyone considering a 
position needs to read the Post Officers Guide for the 
office being considered and review pages 6-28 to fully 
understand what your duties and responsibility 
expectations are to be before accepting nomination.  
Once you have read and understand what those 
expectations are, it then becomes decision time.  Do I 
have the time to dedicate and serve the post in this 
office?  When that decision has been made, then it is 
time to notify the elections committee (Harvey Jones, 
Diane McDaniel and Jack Steinhausser) who will 
make the necessary arrangements for nomination 
during our March 19th meeting.   
 Please bear in mind what is mentioned regarding 
elections on page 28 of the Post Officers Guide:  “If 
the work of the Post has gone well and the present  
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officers have been effective, there should be no lack 
of competition for the effective post offices.  But there 
may come a time when someone must be approached 
and urged to run for post Commander or other elective 
offices.  This is particularly true in smaller posts 
where many of the members have already served and 
there are not a lot of active members to choose from.  
This situation should be anticipated and long-range 
plans made to consider.  The present post officers and 
active Legionnaires must always be on the alert 
toward developing future officer material.  Any 
Legionnaire member showing ability and interest 
should be encouraged to seek higher office.”  I hope 
everyone who decides to run for office takes these 
considerations very seriously before accepting a 
nomination for Post office in the Gahanna American 
Legion Post. 
 
For the Good of American Legion Post 797 
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow 
Commander 
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St. Valentines Day Post Party: LOOK!!LOOK!!  
 
Linda Gease is handling the planning for the 
Auxiliary, and would appreciate a phone call (RSVP) 
from all those planning to attend.  She needs to let the 
restaurant know how many seats will be needed.  This 
will be a buy-your-own event, and there will be a 
raffle drawing.  Linda can be reached at 475-6573, 
& Carole at 428-7088.  Date is 11 Feb, time 
6:30pm, place O’Charlies at Morse & Hamilton. 
Don’t forget to bring some new underwear to the party to 
be donated to our Veterans who are hospitalized.  Bring 
whatever you feel you can afford.  Please call everyone 
you know who does not receive newsletter by email. 

 
From Law and Order Chairman - Chaplain Rusty 
Lundy: 
Chaplain Rusty Lundy, Post 797 Law and Order Chairman 

announces Officer of Year Award for  
Sergeant Moffitt and Certificate of Commendation 
for Officer Kim Hare, both Gahanna City Police 

Officers, for the year 2008. 
 
Post 797 presents Officer of Year Award: 
 
Chaplain Rusty Lundy, Post 797 Law and Order Chairman 

announces the Officer of Year Awards for  
Sergeant Moffitt and Certificate of Commendation 
for Officer Kim Hare, both Gahanna City Police 

Officers, for the year 2008. 
 

 
Rusty announces Officer of Year Awards 

 

 
Rusty congratulates Officer Moffitt 

 
I was appointed by the Post Commander to put together the 
“Police Officer of the Year Award” program, which is a 
part of the Legion Americanism Program. 
 

Chief Murphy provided write-ups for two officers, one for 
Supervisor and one for Police Officer of the Year for 2008. 
Deputy Chief Ken Bell and I coordinated with the Gahanna 
City Council to make the presentations at a City Council 
meeting.  City Council gave Post 797 a block of time 
during the January 20th council meeting for the awards.  
Commander Glasgow and I presented “Supervisor of the 
Year Award 2008” to Sergeant Ethan Moffitt, and “Police 
Officer of the Year Award 2008 to Officer Kim Hare. 
 
Each Officer received a framed certificate of 
Commendation and a beautifully engraved plaque for their 
outstanding service and dedication to the citizens of 
Gahanna.  They also received a Proclamation from the 
Mayor’s office, presented and read by the Council 
President.   Chief Murphy and I agreed to work together to 
make this an annual event.  City Council agreed. 
 
Post Adjutant Harvey Jones prepared certificates, and Jack 
Steinhausser designed the Plaques for this presentation.  
Thanks to the both of them. 
 
Jack Steinhausser, our Post Honor Guard Captain, deserves 
thanks for the Honor Guard Unit’s good job in presenting 
the Colors during opening of the Council meeting. 
 
Rusty Lundy 
Post 797 Chaplain 
 
Notes from First Vice Harvey Jones: 
 
You will be seeing some changes in the newsletter format 
coming soon.  The Electronic version may not change too 
much, but the printed version will have some prominent 
changes.  You will also see an ad or two in the newsletter, 
but they are not paying cash for them, we are bartering for 
them.  As we receive donations to be used as door prize 
drawings, we will put the names of those who donated to 
the prize in a prominent place in the newsletter so all our 
members know who is providing these items.  
 
There will also be a large ad on the last page of our 
newsletter from a business in the Gahanna area who has 
agreed to publish 2 of the color pages of the printed 
newsletter for us, saving the post some of the cost of 
having those pages printed, or using a home printer to put 
any color into the newsletter.  This will be an on-going 
event, as long as it works out.  The electronic version of 
the newsletter will also include their ad.  Businesses also 
need support, and this is one way we can support each 
other. 
 
Notes from 2d Vice Diane McDaniel: 
 
It’s getting near that time of the year once again when the 
Ladies Auxiliary collects their underwear for the Veterans 
in the Ohio VA Hospitals, and time for our annual 
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St.Valentines Day Party.  Normally, I would help out on 
this affair, but work schedules do prevail and dictates that 
someone else does the legwork for the Auxiliary Unit 797.  
As a dual member, I have enjoyed working with both units 
in this event, and I am sure that Linda Gease will once 
again make the event a memorable one. 
 
I will be using what time I have off work to get with the 
Gahanna Lanes to see what can be done about a bowling 
party.  We may not have pizza this time, but we will have a 
good time.  If anything else is possible, I will work on it. 
 
Americanism from Craig Reynolds: 
 
The Americanism & Government Test results have come 
back and the high score of the 10 tests was 86.  This is an 
acceptable score, but much lower than anticipated.  
Hopefully we will have better results the next time around.   
 
The bad news is that we are not having much luck in 
getting the Oratorical Contest going, and it looks like we 
may not have any candidates this year.  The only one 
recommended to me did not show up, therefore giving us 
no candidate for 2009. 
 
Karen Zimmerman, mother of a couple Buckeye 
Boys/Girls State attendees, has asked that her Charter 
School in Gahanna become involved in the Post’s Buckeye 
Boys/Girls State Program.  I told her that approval was 
needed and that it would be brought up to the PEC. 
 
Service Officer John Chestna reports: 
 
I have assisted 2 of our newer members in obtaining the 
necessary paperwork they needed to submit claims for their 
disabilities.  Both individuals were having problems in 
obtaining the necessary forms and the necessary location to 
which to send those forms.  I assisted in their obtaining all 
the paperwork they required and pointed them in the right 
direction at the new Veterans Administration Clinic. 
 
Request from Ladies Auxiliary Unit 797: 
 
As mentioned above, Linda Gease is coordinating the 
annual St. Valentines Day dinner and we are hoping that 
everyone will participate in the event.  This is a good way 
for all of us to get to know each other better and to provide 
some interaction within the Legion family.  Please, make 
sure you RSVP TO Linda at 475-6573 or Carole at 428-
7088 if you plan to attend.  We need to give the restaurant 
a tentative count so they will have appropriate servers on 
duty to handle the event, and also to make sure they have 
room for us.  Last year we had 32 attending, let’s outdo 
that and have a great turnout.  And, don’t forget the gifts 
for the veterans by bringing underwear for them. 
 

Please, all new and present Legion members, we are trying 
to grow the Auxiliary Unit into a unit that can provide 
more to the community than at present.  Our membership 
has been static for the past year, and we need to grow.  I 
encourage all members who have wives, daughters, 
stepdaughters or mothers to apply for membership to the 
Ladies Auxiliary.  Our meetings have been revised to 
coincide with the Legion meetings to avoid extra travel to 
the meetings, so you can ride to the meeting with your 
sponsor.  Membership is not as time consuming as one 
might think, and your new ideas are always welcome.  This 
is your chance to do something for the community and feel 
good about it, so why not join us.   It’s easy and painless to 
fill out the form on the web page, write a check for $25 and 
mail it to Ladies Auxiliary 797, P.O. Box 30843, Gahanna, 
OH.  Your membership card will be promptly mailed out 
along with a schedule of the meetings.  Why not try it on 
for at least a year and see if you don’t enjoy it.  Feel free to 
call Carole at her number above if interested. 
 
Note from the SAL Squadron 797: 
 
The Squadron is not dead, as some would like you to think, 
as the membership has gained a couple new members, as 
well as lost a couple older members.  It is rumored those 
two members have transferred to another Post, and that the 
12th District SAL Commander has also left his position, but 
so far we have no confirmation of either events. 
 
The Legion is inviting the members of Squadron 797 to 
attend the regular Post meetings until there is a new officer 
lineup for the Squadron.  The meetings are at 7:30pm at the 
VFW Hall on Old Johnstown Road in Gahanna on the 3d 
Thursday of every month.  The quarterly newsletter will be 
mailed out the first week of March, so if anyone has any 
content they wish to be included, please send it to 
site@al797.org and it will reach the editor.  This content 
will have to be sent No Later Than February 22d to be 
included in the newsletter.  We encourage our members to 
add their comments to the newsletter, even the electronic 
one.  The electronic newsletter is usually sent out around 
the 3d or 4th of each month, so to include content it has to 
be received during the last week of each month, say the 
25th, so it can be included.   
 
Do any of our new Post members have sons or grandsons 
who would like to become involved in the Squadron.  Age 
is not a concern, and their learning experience will help 
them acquire leadership skills that will help them in school 
and in any other endeavor in which they participate.  If so, 
there is an application on the web site under the SAL Menu 
that can be completed and sent in with a check for $10 for 
younger members, and $15 for those over 18.  If you would 
like more information, please don’t hesitate to call Harvey 
at (614) 837-3931.  Dual members, those in the Legion and 
eligible for SAL membership dues, are also $10. 
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From Finance Officer Gary Filaseta: 
 
Up to the first of January the dues payments were coming 
in on a regular basis, but unfortunately, they have come 
close to a full stop.  We presently have 65 current members 
who have not sent in their dues yet, and time is running 
short.  While we will accept dues payments any time, there 
is a deadline we have to meet with Department before 
turning in the unpaid cards, and that deadline is March 4th 
of this year.   
 
Since Harvey is the membership chairman and also the 
Post Adjutant, he is responsible for sending out the cards to 
members having paid their dues.  I receive the payments 
and coordinate with him on who has paid so he can update 
the database and mail out the cards, but many who have 
told us they were sending their payments have not done so.  
If we do not meet the deadline at Department and have our 
per capita payments sent to 12th District prior to March 4th, 
we stand to lose the incentive payment normally received 
by exceeding quota each year.  Please send in your dues 
now!! 
 
From Post Adjutant Harvey Jones: 
 
The Post picked up a few new members since our last 
newsletter, but since some of our current members have 
not renewed yet this year, it is difficult to give an accurate 
count of our membership.  I presently have it at 285, but 
with the phone calls from John Chestna and myself, we 
have 16 members who stated that they are renewing and 
will send in their dues.  If so, that would bring membership 
up to 301, still a little shy of the 315 we need by March 4th 
to make all time high again this year.   
 
The reason we shoot for all time high each year is to 
receive the extra money that Department sends back to us, 
which we in turn help out our local high school youth who 
have recently joined the military service.  We turn the 
money around to pay their dues in the Legion and hope to 
keep them as members when they return back to civilian 
life.  This was done in the past where the Post paid for the 
first 2 years of membership, but has been revised this year 
to allow only the first year of paid membership.  We know 
that our new military members only receive basic pay for 
their first few months and paying Legion dues would not 
be an option for them, so we are hoping that the 2d year 
they will opt in to remain members.  They should find that 
being an American Legion member will give them the 
option to enter into Legion Posts nearly everywhere they 
might be stationed, and when their service is over, they can 
return to the Post that got them started.  That is our hope. 
The Service Officer is compiling a list of the new military 
members from Gahanna, and we will be contacting their 
families to see if their sons/daughters are interested in 
being members of the American Legion.  Those parents 
also probably do not know that they are eligible to be 

known as Blue Star parents and display the Blue Star 
Banner in their windows while their sibling is on active 
duty.  If any of our readers know of any youth from 
Gahanna, Blacklick, or New Albany in this circumstance, 
please send an email to the post at site@al797.org.  
Thanks. 
 
From the Honor Guard Captain, Jack Steinhausser: 
 
The Post 797 Honor Guard presented Honors for one of 
our own members this month.  James E.Carpenter, Sr. was 
a Charter Member of the Post and had been residing in a 
local nursing home suffering from Alzheimer’s disease 
until his passing.  He was also a member of the VFW Post 
in Gahanna.  The Honor Guard also presented Honors for 
Mr. John Brown, a former Navy man who passed during 
the month of January. There were 2 other passings of VFW 
members and the Post Honor Guard joined with the VFW 
Honor Guard to present Honors to them.  Sadly, both Posts 
are losing our older members and there are fewer and 
fewer younger members to take their places.   
 
The Post Officers want to wish our Americanism Chairman 
the best on his recent hospital stay and for the short stay for 
his wife also.  Craig was hospitalized for 2 days with a 
serious ailment, but has made a full recovery, we hope, and 
as far as we know his wife is also doing well at this time 
after a short hospital visit.  Craig, we all wish you the best 
and urge you to slow down if you can.  Your health is more 
important and pacing oneself can get just as much done.  
Best wishes for both you and your wife. 
 
Note from CMP Chair, Jack Steinhausser: 
The CMP Program is alive and well, but we are still on the 
lookout for a closer location to do our range fire.  It seems 
that most places require a very restrictive insurance clause 
that is prohibitive to most of our members.  To date, all we 
have located for our activities is the range at Dillon Dam, 
which will need Malcolm and myself to become members 
of their organization in order to allow the rest of our 
members to conduct range fire there.  Then, those members 
would have to pay for the privilege of firing at the rate of 
$4.50 per hour on the range.  In order to be a member of 
the CMP, we require a dues payment of $25 that must be 
paid before anyone can accompany the group to a firing 
range.  This rate is good for all members, junior and senior, 
but would still require the range-firing fee.   
 
We are still looking for an alternate location that will not 
require a membership and can allow us to fire either free or 
at a minimal cost to each member attending the range fire.  
We still have 2-3 places to contact to see if any 
arrangements can be worked out.  All CMP members will 
be kept up to date on any changes that may have to be 
made, and if Dillon Dam is our last resort, we may have to 
contact members to see if they want to participate.  In the 
meantime, it would be a good idea for all members and 
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prospective members to inventory what weapons they may 
want to take to range fire and make sure they have 

adequate ammunition for the outing when time arrives. 
 

 
The American Legion Mid-Winter Conference was held January 11, 2009 at the Ramada Plaza Hotel on Sinclair Road.  Post 
Officers in attendance were Commander Malcolm Glasgow and Adjutant Harvey Jones.  Of the awards handed out during the 
Conference, Post 797 received 1st Place for the Narrative History of the Post, the award being received by Commander 
Glasgow.  Now, the challenge goes out to the new Post Historian, JJ McDaniel, who has taken on the challenge of preparing 
the Post History for the year 2009.  Please give JJ all the help you can by keeping him supplied with details and photos 
throughout the next 3-4 months, as the Histories are due in early June. 
 
The photo below is of Malcolm receiving the 1st Place Narrative award.  A plaque with the inscription to that effect was 
received and will be available at the February meeting to view. 
 
 
 

 

.

 

 
 
Calendar of Events for February 2009: 
 
February 11th  -  Valentines Day Dinner  -  O’Charlies at Morse & Hamilton Roads  -  7:00pm 
                           Underwear Collection for VA Hospital 
February 19th  -  Post 797 Post Executive Meeting  -  6:30pm at VFW Post 
                           Post 797 Membership Meeting  -  7:30pm at VFW Post 
              SAL Squadron  -  Please come to the Post Meeting at 7:30pm 
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Below is an advertisement from a company located in Gahanna, that company being no stranger to the community.  They 
developed the Creekside Development and are very active with building in the community as well as in other areas around 
the Columbus, Ohio area.   
 
The Stonehenge Company has agreed to print the color heading portions of our newsletter in order to have this advertisement 
placed into our newsletter.  While printing the newsletter in black and white is not too expensive, printing the color pages is 
very expensive, so the editor went elsewhere to save money on printing costs and bringing one of the prime businesses in the 
community in front of as many people as possible.  Hopefully, you will share this information with anyone you know who is 
planning on building, buying, or moving into the City of Gahanna.  Stonehenge is a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 
If you or anyone contacts Stonehenge, please make sure to let them know that you saw their ad in the American Legion 
News.  There are other options available for other businesses wanting to place an ad in our newsletter.  Anyone interested can 
feel free to contact the editor at site@al797.org, or phone (614) 837-3931.  Ads will go in every month electronically and 
quarterly with the printed newsletter. 
 
 
 

 
Advertisement courtesy of Jacob Gilmore of the Stonehenge Communities 


