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FROM POST COMMANDER MALCOLM GLASGOW:

It's that time of the year again when we decideftitere of our Post, for this is the time when veasider
who wants and will lead the future of Post 797ficefs and members thinking about running for Post
Offices should seriously consider the office dutied responsibilities before accepting nominatiot a
running for that position. Everyone consideringoaition needs to read the Post Officers GuideéHer
office being considered and review pages 6-28 ltg tunderstand what your duties and responsibditiee
to be before accepting nomination. Once they head and understand what those expectations @nenit
becomes decision time. Do | have the time to dadiand serve the post in this office? Pleaseibear
mind what is mentioned regarding elections on [28ef the Post Officer Guide: “If the work of tpest
has gone well and the present officers have bdentefke, there should be no lack of competitiontfo
effective post offices. But, there may come a timen someone must be approached and urged torun f
Post Commander or other elective offices. Howeivegmes to a time when a commander and other
officers may have been in an office too long ansl piohibits Post growth.

This is particularly true in smaller posts wherenynaf the members have already served and thenechwe
lot of active members to choose from. GeneralDolof the active membership does all the work &#sd i



not fair to these individuals to feel they havedsmtinue to stay in officeThis year I'm asking our active
members to come forward and take on new responisild so that the current officers that don’t waid
run can pass their offices to individuals that watd serve our Post and the Gahanna communifihis
situation should be anticipated and long-rangegptae made to consider. The present Post offareds
active Legionnaires must always be on the aleratdwdeveloping future officer material. Any Legnaire
member showing ability and interest should be eraggped to seek higher office.”

When that decision has been made then it is tinmetify the elections committee (Harvey Jones, Bian
McDaniel and Jack Steinhausser) who will make #wersary arrangements for nomination during our
March 18" meeting. | hope everyone who decides to runytbés takes these considerations very seriously
before accepting a nomination for Post office im@&ana American Legion Post 797.

On another item: Our Post 797 web site “www.al@8y was named the Department of Ohio’s best website
and an award to that effect was presented to Haloegs and myself at the Department Mid-Winter
Conference. Let's all do our best efforts to kdepinformation flowing so Harvey can continue wiitle

site.

For the Good of Gahanna American Legion Post #797
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow
Commander

FROM THE LADIES AUXILIARY 797:

Valentine’s Dayis fast approaching and our annwalentines Daydinner has been planned. It will be
much different this year, and the cost will be miaréne with what we expect. The Ladies Auxiliamll
be hosting this ‘buffet dinner’. Dinner will be $25 per person plus gratuity. (The tax is inctldethe
price of the meal). Dinner will consist of thre@rees, garden salad, sides, garlic bread, bevéicagktea,
coffee, or soda), and dessert. A cash bar isddaatthe restaurant for those who choose to psechther
beverages.

The Valentine’s Day Dinner will be held on Thursday, February 11", 2010, at 6:30p.m. at NAPOLI'S
VILLA, which is located inside the Ramada Inn at 481 East Broad Street (the SE corner of Broad
and Hamilton next to the Flowerama).

Please bring a donation of underwear or sockshoweterans.

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CALLED IN NO LATER THAN
Saturday, February 6"
TO
Dawn DePew at (614) 866-7763

FROM FUNDRAISER CHAIRWOMAN DAWN DePew:

We were unable to secure a sufficient number apescto produce a cookbook in time for the Gahanna
Flea Market in September 2010. Therefore, thedsaduxiliary (VFW & AL) have postponed the
cookbook until we can procure enough recipes tdiglula cookbook with a substantial number of regipe

For those who would still like to contribute, pleagve recipes to the VFW and American Legion Aaxyl
presidents Ruth Wepking (VFW) or Carole Ebersole)(Ao be passed along to Dawn DePew, Cookbook
Chairperson.



We want to thank everyone who has generously darierd recipes to this project. We appreciateithe t
you took to write the recipes and submit them éwiew. Hopefully, we will be able to publish a &ook
within the next year or so that will be somethirigubich we all can be proud.

Thanks again to everyone that has participatedisnproject.
FROM FIRST VICE COMMANDER STAN WEPKING :

Even though the Post has grown each year sincedgsinings, and we are currently over 300 members
paid up for the current year, Post 797 is still kitg to reach their all-time high for th& 8traight year in a
row. We still need 36 members to sign up to rema@mbers to meet this goal. At present the Pas7la
members who have not yet renewed for 2010, a numbieh, if all would renew, would put us well
beyond the number needed for the Post to add aticadd delegate to our list of officers. We ne&8b to
do that. If anyone has any questions on joiningeaewing their memberships, feel free to contaatviely
or me to get that accomplished.

FROM THE SECOND VICE COMMANDER DIANE McDANIEL

We are currently in the planning stages of makimgtarn trip to the Air Force Museum at Wright-Rasbn
Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. Having been thmree before, everyone discovered that it is maae th
one-day sight seeing tour, so we made the decisigo back. Tentative plans are to leave the VFOat P
Building on March &, Saturday morning at 8am to carpool to the Muse&tease contact me if you would
like to attend this trip so we can arrange the nemal vehicles needed to carpool.

Thanks to everyone who attended the Post ChrisBagy at the Nutcracker Restaurant this past month.
feel we all had a good time and great food to &atddition, there were gifts to exchange in tregywf a
gift card drawing (white elephant style), and tatle of the fruit basket was won by Ruth Wepking.

Finally, the Post’s first large raffle of a 32” LCDelevision was drawn, with the winner being notieso
than Laura Young, one of our recent new membegsird was not present at the dinner, but she dicecom
to the VFW Hall the following morning to pick it ugShe was elated to have won it.

FROM THE POST FINANCE OFFICER GARY FILESETA:

What started out as a whiz-bang year for dues ralsedved off quickly at the beginning of Decemtser,

the receipts have not come up as much as we hdpechave made a few donations this year that axe ne
to the Post, but they seemed to be in line withtwiiia American Legion stands for, and were goodtfer
community. It does seem though that expensestbegrast year have still been much lower than in
previous years, helped somewhat by the curtailftgeomonthly newslettanailed out to all members.
The largest expenditures in Post operations ismtacting members to remind them of their duesor t
work on recruiting new members into the Americagibe, but without this we cannot grow.

FROM POST HISTORIAN MERLIN DEPEW:

DONATION TO OUR WHEELCHAIR VETERANS — Dawn DePew, of the Ladies Auxiliary Unit 797,
procured a donation from the Gahanna Senior Cef&handmade lap blankets that were made by senior
center craft members, including Dawn. Dawn coetdiack Steinhausser, who in turn, contacted the
veteran’s hospital liaison and arrangements haea b@de to deliver the blankets this month to our
wheelchair veterans in Chillicothe.

FROM HONOR GUARD/BASEBALL CHAIR JACK STEINHAUSSER:
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The Post has received its latest shipment of amiarand clips for the carbines so the Honor Gueitd
be able to continue offering full honors at militdunerals. There is also something in the wodkglie
Honor Guard Program as far as recognizing it aspgmoved unit by the State, but | will have to pdev
information as it is received. The number of fatehas slowed somewhat for now, but 2009 wasw ver
busy year. Hopefully, 2010 will not be as busy.

The first baseball meetings for the American Ledd@seball teams in Gahanna are coming up next month
and | plan to attend along with Commander Glasgomake sure our teams are included in any schegulin
and events. | don’t have the names of the coagiteut will provide them soon.

FROM SERVICE OFFICER JOHN CHESTNA:

| have had the task of assisting a couple of ost Reembers in submitting their paperwork for a lolilétg
claim that has been problematic for them to coneplle¢ mselves. It mainly consisted of putting the
members in touch with the proper person at therrdateAdministration who could help them with that
paperwork doing a better job than | could have ddrstill remain ready to assist any veterans waed
my assistance. | can be reached thru the welising the email or phone number under my photo.

FROM THE AMERICANISM CHAIR CRAIG REYNOLDS

Coming up on January 31is the selection of the High School student whib vé selected for the
Oratorical Contest sponsorship from American Ledast 797 in Gahanna. The contest will be hettién
Gahanna-Lincoln High School Media Center at 1:00pie will either 2 or 3 contestants for the contest
The judges are being selected by Commander Glasgbe.winner of this contest normally would be
slated to compete against the othéf District Posts, but from what | hear, there mayl®any other
Posts contributing, and if so, our winner will repent District to the Department level. Good Luck!

On March 28' from 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm, we will be conductintgrviews of candidates for the 2010
Buckeye Boys State Program. This year the Newmtschool will participate along with the Gahanna
School. | have booked 2 rooms at City Hall in Gateafor this time period for the interviews. Reden—
Spring Break starts the following Saturday. Goodk to all the candidates!!

FROM THE POST ADJUTANT HARVEY JONES:

I would like to remind all our Post members thathaee a challenge for the month of March that | am
asking all of you who possibly can to help us oithwWe have made the commitment to sponsadped

drive during the month of March by tiB¢ood Drive committeeman who used to be one of our Post
members. He says we cannot meet the 100 pint @ibtaod during the month. 1 told him that | think we
can, and | am working my best to get us to thatlmenmor even more. If you know that you are not
eligible, that is one thing, but if you feel youncgiveblood, even for this one time, please plan on doing so.
Our Post Honor Guard will be serving food, refreshts and snacks provided by the Post.

While I am at it, | need to mention the drive fbetGifts For Yanks Program to all of you. The Rust
given, over the past couple years, but not to ¥tent¢ we should be giving. We try to use your doesiey
sparingly so we can use it for other veterans ssagewvell for the projects we always sponsor.olf gan,
would you please try to donate at least $1.00i®gtogram. You can send it to the Post addressem
put it in an envelope and drop it off at the VFWsPim Commander Glasgow’s attention. They will e
he gets it. Our goal is to raise at least $3560¢his program. Your help is needed.

The door prize for the Post membership Meetingher2tf' of January was Chaplain Rusty Lundy. The
prize was an outside thermometer, similar to thesgdoca-Cola used to have available. Now thatyRsist
moving north to Delaware, he may need that therntente see just how much colder it gets up there.
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The 12" District Sons of the American Legion Commandem Bénnell and his First Vice visited the Post
during the Post meeting to help boost the membeishSAL Squadron 797 which has fallen far behimd i
membership this year. At the time of the visit 8@ns had only 3 members renewed for 2010, buhdy t
time the meeting was over, the membership was U@t@nd letters have been sent out to all theiqusv
year's members asking them to renew. Also visitimg Post was Steve Masowich, a candidate from the
14" District who is campaigning for Department Secbfice. Steve is from Streetsboro, Ohio.

An American Hero, and an American Legion Member

Most of you know that | work at Ricart Megamall @Groveport, but working there | get to meet a lot of
people, most not so important, but once in a wddlmeone who has made a difference comes in. data

a Legionnaire named Harry Hirschinger, who at theetwas a hot-dog vendor. Harry found out that a
restaurant was planning to send hamburgers to Emnvho guarded the American Embassy in Beirut in
1982. Harry made a bet with the restaurant owinatr te could get a real American meal over therd, a
that he would take them himself. He won the wagéthin months he had gotten contributions of frank
air freight and money and transported 1,875 hosdoghe Marines as a Valentine’s Day gift in 198he
tragic part of this story was that many of the Mas he had carried the dogs to were killed in timalbing

of the Embassy. After that, Harry began takingdmgs to many parts of the world to feed the soddide
soon began carrying letters to the troops fronr tiedatives on his trips, creating goodwill everyem.

Eventually though, Harry got himself into big tirdebt and had to stop what he loved doing and gob a
selling furniture. But, over all the years he dids, he earned the respect and admiration ofhaibe
soldiers, sailors and Marines he delivered lettm hot-dogs to. In doing this, Harry earned tiskmame
“Hot-Dog” Harry, and | have a copy of the letteensto him by Presidents Ronald Reagan & Georgé Bus
and several military commandants thanking him ferkdindness and generosity to the troops of theddni
States military. While talking to him during theonth of December of 2009, he indicated that he edsh
his health would allow him to continue what he ldwwing, but sadly it would not. By the way, hisgion
cap bore the Post #430 on it.

From what occurred during the past membership mgeit appears that the Ladies Auxiliary 797 is
coming together to prepare for their Buckeye G8tate sponsorship and hopefully will be lookingint
doing something for the Legion Birthday during fiyaril membership meeting.

Most of you who read this newsletter are probabgll \vaware of the events taking place in our country
today. With all the talk of our Constitution beirnglated and laws being passed that are contmatie
Constitution, we should all begin to look more elgsat what our lawmakers are attempting to ddhts t
country. This is the country that all of us hawved and fought for, and we swore to uphold the
Constitution against all enemies, both foreign dachestic. It is appearing that we may have toatb ht

the same time, so | would think that all patrioteterans who still feel that patriotism would wémbelong

to an organization that still salutes the flag,sste Pledge of Allegiance, and still follows thenGtitution

of the organization that was formed way back ina91

The times we are in are not times to ignore whataijgpening around you, as our elected lawmakers are
ignoring our numbers and doing just what they wantlo, regardless of what we say about it. We are
letting our country go down the drain by allowingr &enators and Congressmen to act as though taey a
dictators and we are their subjects. That is In@twtay the Constitution reads and if any of youdneeopy

of the constitution, come to the next meeting andlllhave copies for you, so you can take them éand
read them. Our children in school are being brashed into believing more in Socialism than in
Democracy, and saying the Pledge of Allegiancaksr away, as well as their belief in God. Whiterg
person can believe what they want, they shouldhawe it preached to them by the schools. Watciméxe
time you attend a sporting event and see how maoplp stand during the national anthem, how many
salute the flag when it passes or is presentedt yiar kids to see if they know any of our historget
not!!
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