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 Note from Commander Glasgow: 
 

Now that the Thanksgiving Holiday is over and the    
Christmas Holiday season is coming, I just want to 
take the time to thank every one of our members for 
being a member of the Gahanna American Legion 
Post 797.  Our Post was well represented at the 
Veterans Day Memorial Service on Tuesday, 
November 11th by our Honor Guard, and being a 
part of that team makes me appreciative and proud 
of what our Post does for Gahanna’s Veterans and 
Community.  We have a lot to be thankful for!  
Thanks to the concerted efforts of all our Post 
Officers and members we have a successful 
Baseball Team, Honor Guard, Auxiliary Unit, SAL 
Squadron and the list goes on and on. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of First Vice Commander & 
Adjutant Harvey Jones, our post has reached 12th 
District Membership Quota for the eighth year in a 
row and received $100 from the Department of 
Ohio.  I am grateful and appreciative for the service 
all our Post Officers provide to the Post and wish 
everyone in our American Legion Family all the 
best during the Holiday Season and even a better 
2009.   
 
For the Good of American Legion Post 797 
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow 
Commander 

Ladies Auxiliary: 
Unit President  -  Carole Ebersole 
First Vice President  -   
2nd Vice President  - Linda Gease 
Unit Secretary  -  Betty Burnett              
Membership Chair  -  Vacant 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  Diane McDaniel 
Unit Chaplain  - Joyce Mahr 
Treasurer  -  Dawn DePew 
: 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 797                                            
Post Advisor  - Malcolm Glasgow 
Commander  -   
1st Vice Commander  -   
2nd Vice Commander  -   
Adjutant  -  (Temp) Harvey Jones 
Finance Officer  - (Temp) Gary Filaseta  
Sergeant-at-Arms  - Sam Snyder 
Chaplain  -   
                                    
 1st Vice Commander News: 
 
The membership of  Post 797 in Gahanna is well 
beyond the quota announced by 12th District, and is 
presently at 112% for the coming year.  This does not 
mean though, that we are done reaching our goal, as 
we still have at least 74 members who have yet to 
renew their memberships, which would put the Post 
at approximately 350 members.  While I would like 
to wait for those members to send in their dues, I feel 
it is important to keep the momentum moving and 
keep recruiting, looking for the magic number of 
366, which will give the Post an additional delegate 
to the District, State, and National Conventions.   
 
I have found during recruiting that there are a good 
many veterans out there who don’t really want to 
belong to a veteran’s organization like the Legion, 
but they are interested in supporting us as an 
organization for the good we do to assist veterans 
who really need our help.  In speaking to a lot of 
veterans, I have found that, for the most part, the 
older veterans are more supportive than the younger 
ones.  Not to say that the younger ones are not 
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supportive, but they are more inclined to live life as 
it goes and not to look back at their prior service.   
 
If we could only convince those doubtful, or not as 
interested veterans, that this organization is a tool 
that can be used to help their follow veterans and 
friends, membership would be a snap.  Just think of 
how many members have come and gone because 
they did not really realize how much good work the 
American Legion does.  And, we do it with the few 
dollars of their annual dues to accomplish all those 
good things.   
 
If only our former members, present members, and 
future members would comprehend the fact that we 
keep only a small portion of their dues for local 
work, while District and Department get the larger 
portion for what they do, and, if they did not 
depend upon the dues that are forwarded up the 
chain, they could not function.  They would not 
even have the money to send out the dues notices 
you all get each year, and many ignore.  When that 
happens, they have to spend more to send out 
second notices, and the Posts just sit and wait to see 
if their members will renew their memberships.   
 
The Gahanna Post of the American Legion has 
undergone so many changes since it was started in 
2002 that members who have gone away would 
hardly recognize it today.  We have grown from the 
required start-up membership to the numbers 
mentioned above, and we are still growing.  The 
Post has made commitments to support American 
Legion Baseball, the local High Schools, the Scout 
Program in Gahanna, has become a member of the 
Gahanna Chamber of Commerce, supports the local 
Fire and Police Departments and honors those who 
are outstanding members of those Departments.  
The Americanism Chairman, Craig Reynolds has 
worked tirelessly in getting cooperation from the 
schools and students for all our Americanism 
Programs, and each year it grows.  Without the 
monetary support of members we could not do 
what we do. 

If you are a member who feel he must wait till the 
last minute to send in his dues, please keep in mind 
that the Post cannot wait until the last minute to 
fulfill the commitments it makes to meet all the 
things in which we are involved.  It is your 
community too, and we represent you as a member of 
the American Legion when we undertake these tasks.  
The Post endeavors to spend your dues money as 
miserly as possible and still get things done, so you 
can feel confident that we are not spendthrifts in any 
way.   
 
If you have a neighbor, friend, or fellow veteran 
whom you know, or feel, does not belong to the 
Legion, please talk to him and give him an 
application.  There will be one included in this 
mailed out newsletter for you to give him to 
complete.  All that is needed is the application and a 
copy of his, or her, DD Form 214. 
So he doesn’t want to come to meetings, so what, 
many of our members do not come to meetings, but 
they do support our Post.  We would rather have 300 
or 400 members come to a meeting on the 3d 
Thursday of ever month, but we know that may never 
happen.  But, they can still feel they belong and are 
doing a lot as a Legion member just by being a 
member, paying their dues, and coming to any event 
they feel up to attending. 
 
Membership in an American Legion Post does all 
these things and more, for every incremental increase 
in membership we add delegates to the Conventions, 
where resolutions are presented, voted upon, and 
forwarded to National, where they are presented to 
Congress to pressure for changes in laws that affect 
our Veterans, and that means YOU!  Come on, get on 
the bandwagon and help us get more members in the 
Post.  You do not have to live in Gahanna to be a 
member.  I live in Groveport, and have recruited 
several Groveport veterans into the Gahanna Post, so 
why not do the same?  We may never be the largest 
Legion Post in Franklin County, but we can be the 
most diverse, and most dedicated Post. 
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  From 2d Vice Diane McDaniel: 
 
POST CHRISTMAS PARTY: 
It’s been a long hard year for all of us and it’s 
time to wind down a little and get together for our 
annual Christmas Party.  The date has been set as 
well as the place for the party.  It will be held at 
the Nutcracker Restaurant, located on East Broad 
Street just East of State Route 310 in Pataskala.  
The date is December 17th, starting at 6pm and 
running till 9pm.  All wishing to attend must 
contact Diane McDaniel NO LATER THAN  
December 12th at (614) 855-2120 and RSVP to 
her so she can give them a count by that evening. 
There will be 2 choices of entrees, so she will 
need to know which one you want.  (1) is Baked 
Steak and (2) is Baked Chicken.  Either one 
comes with:  mashed potatoes – green beans - 
rolls & butter – pie – choice of coffee, tea, or 
soda.  The cost will be $11.95 each plus Tax & 
Tip. 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary is asking that everyone 
attending bring some new socks to be taken down 
to the Chillicothe Veterans Hospital for the 
veterans there.  Let’s make this a great Christmas 
Party and try to attend.  Meet your fellow 
Legionnaires and friends at the Nutcracker.  Keep 
in mind that this same restaurant provided FREE 
meals all day long on Veterans Day, and now they 
deserve our support.  If you cannot reach Diane, 
you can call Harvey Jones at (614) 837-3931 and 
he will relay the info to Diane. 
 
Planning will start soon for the annual Valentines 
Party and I am looking for suggestions on when 
and where to hold this event.  As soon as the 
Christmas Party is over, I will entertain ideas for 
Valentines Day and can start looking around for a 
place to hold this event.  Seeing as how the last 2 
years events were so well attended, we are 
looking forward to at least as many this coming 
year.  As always, please make sure I am apprised 
of who will attend, as well as their guests, so I can 
make the proper arrangements with the provider.  

We don’t want to be separated into 2 different 
rooms again this time. 

 
Americanism: 
 
The Post Americanism Chairperson, Craig Reynolds 
has received a total of 10 Americanism and 
Government Tests for this years testing.  As you all 
know, this event is a method used to determine what 
the youth in our High Schools are learning about our 
government during their classes at school.  Each year 
these tests are administered to volunteers in the 
Senior Class at local high schools to gauge their 
learning in this important subject. 
While it would be better to conduct this testing on a 
larger scale, it is often hard enough to recruit the 
numbers needed to justify ordering a larger number 
of tests, so the number has gradually decreased each 
year, where now only 10 are ordered. 
Americanism Chair, Craig Reynolds 
 
Gahanna Legion Webmaster: 
 
There are approximately 146 Post 797 members 
who have indicated that they have the capability to 
get on the Internet to view our web site and to 
receive their newsletters via email.  The new web 
site has enabled anyone who wishes to subscribe the 
ability to do so, merely by submitting their email 
address in the area provided just below the menu on 
the front page.  To date, not many have done so, and 
I fail to understand why they have not.  The new 
site is constantly updated to list everything as 
quickly as it is relayed to me, and very little, if any, 
editing is done to articles sent for inclusion on the 
site.   
 
In fact, there is a blog on the site that can be used by 
any member, or non-member to pass on information 
to the other members, and it could be a blessing in 
disguise for those members or members of other 
posts who have something to say to other posts.  
The only restriction on using the blog is that it be 
kept clean and does not have any content that is 
detrimental to any American Legion member or 
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Post.  It’s just a tool added to help convey 
information back and forth.  I urge all of you to 
consider using this tool more effectively. 
 
As all of you know, the SAL is always involved in 
events that help veterans and community 
members, and at this time, they are holding two 
(2) raffles that you can read about on the web site.  
If you are interested in participating in any of 
these raffles, you can contact the SAL by using 
the SAL button on the front page menu and you 
will be sent to their page on the site and have a 
contact email to reach them.   

                
The emails listed on the web site are added when 
your information is processed as a member, and if 
you do not wish to automatically receive the Post 
newsletter, please send an email to site@al797.org 
 
Building Committee Info:  
 
I know, many of you did not realize that the Post 
has a building committee, or was even looking 
into making the attempt to get a building of our 
own.  Well, it has been a long time, and there 
have been attempts to work into a building, but 
each time there have been stumbling blocks that 
we could not overcome.   
 
The Mayor’s office has said that they would work 
with us in our efforts to find a suitable location for 
our Post Home, but it seems that all plans to 
continue with this effort fell by the wayside lately.  
It was not planned that way, it just happened.  
Even though not much is being done on the 
location, we have been working on raising funds 
to have available when the opportunity does avail 
itself for the Post to move forward.   
 
The Post has sent out a good many letters to 
prospective donors to our Founders Fund, but we 
have only received a couple responses to date, but 
we still have a few out there that have to be 
followed up on to know if they will succeed.  
Most businesses are having hard times right now 

and it is understandable that they need to hold onto 
their funding to make sure they can stay afloat 
themselves, let alone donate to an organization such 
as ours.  But, as times improve, their names, 
addresses, and phone numbers are on file, and they 
will be contacted regarding the letters they were 
mailed back in August of this year.  Follow-up is 
one of the vital aspects of fundraising and in the 
past this was not an option, as the mail was handled 
by other persons.  This has been changed to insure 
proper follow-up. 
 
GIFTS FOR YANKS:  
 
The annual drive for Gifts for Yanks has begun, and 
the Post is hoping to raise a large sum of money to 
send to Department to buy Christmas gifts to take to 
the Veterans who are confined to our Veterans 
Hospitals in Ohio.  Each state does this same thing, 
but we are concerned about our fellow Ohio 
Veterans.  We know a good many of you are not 
able to donate to causes such as this one, and that’s 
OK.  You, and only you, know what you can afford 
to do.  Those of you who can afford to send a little 
something to the Post to add to their efforts, please 
either drop it off at a meeting, send it in with 
another member, or for the first time, you can send 
it in thru the web site.  All you have to do is go to 
the web site, click on the Support button, and send 
what you can, using Paypal.  You do not need a 
Paypal account to do this.  And, you can either send 
your donation by online check, credit card, or with 
your own Paypal account, if you have one.  Best 
thing is, your info is completely safe using Paypal, 
and you get a receipt emailed back to you each 
time.  For more info on Gifts for Yanks check out 
the article on the web site. 
 
Dues Payments: 
 
Every effort is being done to make it easier for you 
to pay your dues.  You can now use the same 
Paypal account as other donators to pay your annual 
dues to the Post.  The only difference is that you 
must add $1.30 to the payment to pay the fees of the 



     AMERICAN LEGION NEWS     
Gahanna Post # 797 

December 2008                                                                                                                               Volume 7, No. 7 
  
account.  The Post cannot afford to pay the Paypal 
fee for each dues payment they receive since we 
also incur fees when sending out additional dues 
notices to those who have either not received 
them, or lost them before sending in their 
payment.  Consider this – The extra sent to cover 
the Paypal fee is nearly the same amount if you 
went out and purchased an envelope, stamp, and 
paid for your gas to do that task.  Just stay at 
home and send the payment in via Paypal instead. 
Remember, the dues are $35.00 annually, and 
$1.30 more if you use Paypal. 
 
You can also use this option to purchase raffle 
tickets for any raffle offered by the Post itself.  
This offer does not include any raffles by the SAL  
                                                                                     
 
CIVILIAN MARKSMAN PROGRAM:  
 
The American Legion has long endorsed the 
Civilian Marksman Program (CMP), which is a 
program to help our young people learn more 
about proper use of weapons and the safety that 
must be learned for their proper use.  While the 
Post did not have much of a program this past 
year, the program does still exist and the program 
managers, Jack Steinhausser and Malcolm 
Glasgow are planning the program for the 2009 
year.  They are looking to grow the membership 
and to have a better program than ever with the 
help of all members who have a passion for being 
involved in marksmanship and training the young 
in this sport. 
 
This program is vital to teaching our young what 
they need to know about weapons, their proper 
use, safety, and why they are allowed, as they 
grow older, to own and use these weapons.   
 
POST HONOR GUARD: 
 
The Honor Guard has been short-staffed part of 
this year due to illnesses or persons leaving the 
post, but they have been very busy with the 

members who still belong.  It has been necessary for 
our Honor Guard to incorporate members of the 
VFW Honor Guard with ours to have sufficient 
numbers to handle the events in which we 
participated.   
 
The Honor Guard is looking for some younger, 
reliable, new members to come and join the group 
so we have more members available to fulfill the 
events to which we commit our services.  If we can 
gain in numbers, it will give those who are unable 
to get to every event to skip one on occasion and 
not be missed.  At present, when one or two people 
are unavailable, our numbers are such that we may 
not be able to attend an event that we have already 
committed to, and that is not good.  We also 
understand that at times someone is ill, has to work, 
or simply cannot get away, and that is something 
that is understandable.  Sometimes we have to 
commit well ahead of time, and planning is done far 
ahead, so we need to have enough people to make 
the task worthwhile. 
 
Below are some photos of the last Guard Mount: 
 

 
Veterans Day at the Brickyard – Nov 11th, 2008 
 
All the photos taken at this event on Veterans Day 
will be available on the Post web site at 
http://www.al797.org.  All those with computers are 
encouraged to subscribe to the electronic newsletter 
so you get it every month.  Also look at the Gallery. 
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VFW Post Firing Squad gives 21-Gun Salute 
 

 
25 New Bricks are Dedicated this Veterans Day 
 
If anyone is interested in learning more about the 
Brickyard, you can get on a computer and go to 
www.gahannavets.org or www.gahanna.gov, or if 
you don’t have a computer you can phone the 
Gahanna Parks & Recreation Dept at 342-4250. 

 
John McCullough, Bagpiper, plays Amazing Grace 
 
SOMETHING EXTRA FOR ELIGIBLE VETS  

 
If any of you know of a veteran or widow of a vet, 
give them a copy of this page.  They, if they qualify, 
can get a free flu shot, and a $50 Gift Card to buy 
their Holiday Meal.  The November dates are gone, 
but the Dec 12th & 13th dates are still valid. 
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It’s been a long time coming, but I feel that finally 
we have come up with all the details needed to 
complete a list of events for our non-computerized 
members.  Those with computers are always able 
to go to the Events Calendar and see what is 
happening, as they don’t get the printed 
newsletter.  Here goes… 
December: 
 17th  - Christmas Party at Nutcracker Restaurant 
             Start at 6pm – End at 9pm 
18th   -  December meetings of PEC, General             
             Membership, & Auxiliary are cancelled 
19th   -  Post 797 Finance Committee Meeting at 
             VFW Post at 7pm 
25th   -  Gifts for Yanks to Chillicothe Hospital 
 
January: 
10th   -  SAL Chili Cook-off at Bexley Post 430 
11th  -  SAL Winter Conference at Bexley Post   
            430 at 11am 
15th  -  Post 797 PEC Meeting at VFW Post 4719 
            at 6:30pm 
            Post 797 Membership Meeting at VFW     
            Post  4719 at 7:30pm 
           Auxiliary Unit 797  Meeting at VFW Post 
           4719 at 7pm 
17th  -  SAL Detachment Mid-winter Conference 
            at Ramada Plaza at 9am 
            SAL Past Detachment Commanders    
            Reverse Raffle at Post 164 at 5pm 
16-18 Midwinter Conference at Ramada Plaza 
30th  -  Ohio Legion News Deadline 
            Tentative Activity – Card night or Post          
            Everlasting 
 
February:  
TBA -  Valentine Dinner (Underwear collection 
             for VA Hospital 
19th   -  Post 797 PEC Meeting at VFW Post      
            4719 at 6:30pm 
             Post 797 Membership meeting at VFW     
             4719 at 7:30pm 
             Auxiliary Unit  Meeting at VFW Post  
             4719 at 7pm 
19th  - SAL Meeting at VFW Post 4719 w/Post 

March: 
1st   -  Department Oratorical Finals at Ohio  
           Dominican University 
2-4  -  Washington Conference (SAL Wreath   
           Laying on Mar 1) 
15-17- American Legion Birthday (1919) 
19th  -  Post 797 PEC Meeting at VFW Post 4719 at   
           6:30pm 
           Post 797 Membership Meeting at VFW Post   
           4719 at 7:30pm (Nomination of Officers) 
           Auxiliary Meeting  at VFW Post 4719 -7pm 
           SAL Meeting at VFW Post 4719 – 7:30pm 
21st  -  Suggest trip to Motts Military Museum 
 
April : 
5-10 -  American Legion CWF Week 
16th   -  Post 797 PEC Meeting at VFW Post 4719    
             at 6:30pm 
             Post 797 Membership Meeting at VFW  
             Post 4719 at 7:30pm (Election of Officers) 
             Auxiliary Meeting  - VFW Post 4719- 7pm 
19th   -  SAL Spring Conference at Don Gentile  
             Post 532 at 11am 
 
May:  
4-7   -   SAL Spring Meetings (1-3 May) 
21st  -   Post 797 PEC Meeting at VFW Post 4719 at  
            6:30pm 
             Post 797 Membership Meeting at VFW  
             Post 4719 at 7:30pm 
             Auxiliary Meeting  –VFW Post 4719– 7pm 
             SAL Meeting – VFW Post 4719 – 7:30pm 
 
August: 
21-27 -  National Convention in Louisville 
 
Please be advised that these dates and times may be 
changed from time to time, but those changes will 
be passed along as soon as they are received.  If in 
doubt of any event, check the Events section on the 
Post Web Site for verification of times and dates. 
SPECIAL NOTE :  If any of our readers have 
recently gone on line, and have an email account, 
please send it to me so you can receive the monthly 
electronic edition of the Post Newsletter. 


