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FROM COMMANDER MALCOLM GLASGOW:  
Now that Thanksgiving is over and the Christmas Holiday season is coming, I just want to take the time to 
thank every one of our members for being a member of the Gahanna American Legion Post 797.  We still 
continue to grow and succeed with American Legion’s programs for the Gahanna community.  Our Post was 
well represented at the Veterans Day Memorial Service on Wednesday, November 11th by our Honor Guard.  
Being a part of the Honor Guard makes me appreciative and proud of what our Post does for Gahanna’s 
Veterans and Community.  We have a lot to be thankful for!  Thanks to the concerted efforts of all our Post 
Officers and members we have very successful Americanism Programs like Base, Americanism and 
Government Testing, Oratorical Contest and Buckeye Boys State.  We also have a successful Auxiliary Unit 
that sends six or more girls to Buckeye Girls State and the list goes on and on. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Stan Wepking, First Vice Commander and Adjutant Harvey Jones, our post has 
reached the 12th District Membership Quota for the ninth year in a row and we should make “All-Time High” 
for the ninth year in a row also.  I am grateful and appreciative for the service all our Post Officers provide to 
the Post and wish everyone in our American Legion Family all the best during the Holiday Season and even a 
better and more successful 2010! 
 
For the Good of Gahanna American Legion Post #797 
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow 
Commander 
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FROM FIRST VICE COMMANDER STAN WEPKING:  
The time is drawing near for all those who have not yet paid their Legion dues for 2010.  The Post has a 
deadline of January 1st to turn in all cards paid for by that date, and after December 31st, all who have not 
paid for 2010 are considered delinquent.  That does not mean that you cannot pay for 2010 after that time, but 
all dues must be paid before the end of February.  There is a reason for this deadline and those who delay 
their payments beyond February can wind up costing the Post additional benefits that can be earned by 
having the right number of Post members at that time. 
 
The Post lost out on a nominal amount of funds recently by not meeting the quota set by 12th District for turn-
in by Veterans Day.  It could have been avoided, but unfortunately the Post was given an incorrect number of 
card turn-ins for that date and we neglected to catch the number in published documents received from 
District.  We only missed by 4 cards, and we actually had more than that waiting to be sent in.  But, we 
already have enough cards turned in for the next deadline, and now we are working towards all-time high. 
 
FROM SECOND VICE COMMANDER DIANE McDANIEL :  
Hopefully all of you had a very nice and filling Thanksgiving Day and can still make your way to the next 
Christmas Party the Post is having.  We will again meet at the Nutcracker Restaurant, which is on East Broad 
Street, just East of State Route 310, on the South side of the road.  The Party will be held in lieu of the 
regular Post meeting scheduled for December 17th, but on the same date (December 17th).  The hours are 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm and the cost will be $11.99 plus tax and tip for each person.  The choices for your 
entrée will be Prime Rib or Chicken dinner with pie and a drink. 
 
PLEASE RSVP TO DIANE at 855-2120 NO LATER THAN December 9th so she can let the Nutcracker 
know the count the next morning.  The room can only seat 40 people, but don’t let that stop you from calling 
in your RSVP.  If, for some reason, you cannot get thru to Diane’s phone, call Harvey at 837-3931 by the 
same time constraint so he can get the word to Diane.  There is to be a gift exchange done, and each person is 
asked to bring a $10.00 gift card, wrapped as you like, to exchange with another member. 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary will have a raffle during the dinner of a Gift Basket, with tickets available at the dinner.  
Anyone who brings a recipe for the recipe book will receive an extra ticket if they purchase one ticket.  Dawn 
will be collecting the recipes.  As in the past, we will be collecting socks, underwear and other toiletries to 
send to the VA.  Small size toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving cream, personal care items and other items can 
be donated. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.!! 
 
FROM THE FINANCE OFFICER GARY FILASETA:   
I’m a man of few words, so all I have to say is “bring money”.  The dues payments have been slowing down 
and we still have the Saving Bond to purchase for the Oratorical winner as well at the other donations the 
Post has committed to for some school projects that we support.  The past two years we have been very 
frugal with your dues money and we will continue to be careful on how it is spent so it gets used to benefit 
projects sponsored by the American Legion. 
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FROM HONOR GUARD CAPTAIN JACK STEINHAUSSER:  
The Honor Guard has been very busy this year, and most likely it will be the busiest year we have ever had in 
funerals and flag raisings.  It has kept those who participate very busy throughout the year, and has been very 
hard on some of them.  The problem is that we have only a few active members who can participate when 
they are needed, and some who can participate from time to time, but those who participate every time are 
being taken away from their daily lives all to often these days.  Even with the VFW standing in to help us 
out, they too are being called upon all too often, and many of them are having a hard time healthwise to keep 
up with the calls.   
 
I have personally asked several Post members to help us out over the past two years, but to no avail.  I have 
the funds to order the uniforms you would need, and realize that most of you still work and can only help out 
when you are not working, but I am still looking and waiting.  A Post of nearly 400 members should be able 
to field a fair sized Honor Guard.   
 
FROM SERVICE OFFICER JOHN CHESTNA:  
I was very busy with the American Patriot Program National Honor Event held in Columbus during the 
month of November.  It took place at Huntington Park and I was asked to be the liaison for the event by 
director and founder Wes Hazlett, and helped with a good deal of the organizing for the event on this end of 
Columbus, since Wes’s home base is in Minnesota.  Two Gahanna residents were recipients of the National 
Honor Award for the Combat Wounded Veteran, one being myself for the Desert Storm era, and Sergeant 
Phillip Howard for the Iraq War. 
 
There were several other recipients, too many to mention here, but the web site will have a pdf file where you 
can check out the entire list along with narratives on every recipient. 
 
As Service Officer I have followed up with Jamey Deweese quite a few times to see if he has heard back 
from the VA on having his pension reinstated, but no word as yet.  I got him to the VA and to another 
appointment considering his condition and let him and his wife know of the Veterans event on benefits at the 
Vets Memorial on Nov 28th.  Any Veteran in need of help or information on a variety of topics should have 
attended the Vets Memorial event.  If you need references, please don’t hesitate to call me. 
 
On November 14th I attended the Freedom’s Never Free 2009 event at the Historical Aircraft Squadron 
Hangar.  Many from Lima Company also attended the event.  I also attended the 2d annual Honor Flight 
Columbus Reunion at Vets Memorial and met a lot of great heroes.  I contacted  another Post member to find 
all he wanted was some assistance with insurance papers, but he was not home and I discussed the paperwork 
with his daughter, who said she could handle getting the paperwork and completing it for her father. 
 
FROM AMERICANISM CHAIR CRAIG REYNOLDS:  
The 2009 Oratorical Contest will have 3 contestants this year with the Gahanna Post tentatively holding its 
leg of the contest on January 31st.  The Department final is scheduled for February 28th but I look for it to be 
earlier, possibly February 14th.  Judges will change slightly, with two from Gahanna, and 1 from New 
Albany. 
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The Americanism & Government Test was given on November 4th, with 12 students taking it.  There were 6 
boys and 6 girls.  Seniors averaged 71.1 and Juniors averaged 72.8.  The top two were 86 & 82, both Seniors. 
I am looking for suggestions for sponsorships in New Albany for Boys State attendees, and the Columbus 
College Preparatory Academy has asked if Post 797 would sponsor someone from their school. 
December 16th, 2009, the City of Columbus is sponsoring Operation Holiday Cheer 2009.  This is for the 
children, but any organization wishing to give or volunteer is welcome.  It will be held at Veterans Memorial 
from 1600 hours to 2000 hours.  Santa will be there to give a Free picture with all Military and Veteran 
families. 
 
FROM THE POST HISTORIAN MERLIN DePew:  
American Legion Port 797 has been very bush for the past several weeks.  There were a couple of funerals at 
the beginning of November. 
The Honor Guard has been involved in ceremonies, starting with the Gahanna Lincoln High School Veterans 
Memorial dedicated on November 3, 2006.  The colors were posted at 9:30am on November 6, 2009 with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Opening greeting was given by Caity Larick-GLHS Student Council president.  
Dwight Carter, Principal of GLHS welcomed the participants.  The recognition of veterans and attending 
families of the fallen was given by Phil Peters.  Bobbi Richards recognized the Honor Flight Program.  Phil 
Peters introduced the keynote speaker Dr. Cynthia L. Gibbons, Lt. Colonel, U.S. Army Reserves (ret), class 
of 1971.  Student council members read the honor roll.  Laying of the wreath was presented by Sergeant Carl 
Elam, U.S. Army.  The Benediction was given by Pastor Kai Nilsen from Peace Lutheran Church, followed 
by the 21-gun salute given by the VFW Post 4719 and AL Post #797, and concluded with Taps. 
 
Posting of the colors, 21-gun salute, and Taps wee also given at the following locations:  Havens Corner 
Church, American Legion Post #490, Gahanna Middle School South, Royal Manor School, and High Point 
Elementary.  The posting of Colors and Taps were presented at the Hilton Easton for the Ohio Agrigate 
Industries Minerals Association. 
Pataskala Mayor, Steve Butcher, invited the Honor Guard to the first dedication of their memorial to the 
veterans, comprised of a rifle with bayonet, boots and helmet embedded in granite.  The colors wee presented 
by AL Post 797 and VFW Post 4719, concluded with Taps. 
Kensington Place also invited the VFW and American Legion to present the colors.  Captain Jack 
Steinhausser and 2d Vice Diane McDaniel demonstrated the flag folding while Gresla Slayman read the 
meaning of Old Glory and gave the reasons why the American flag is folded 13 times.  After the ceremony, 
lunch was served.  During lunch, members of the Honor Guard sat at different tables with the veterans while 
they shared their interesting experiences. 

The traditional ceremony of the Gahanna Veterans Memorial Brick Dedication was also on the agenda.  2009 
– Year of the Non-Commissioned Officer began with a welcome by Dennis Murphy, Gahanna City Chief of 
Police, U.S. Army (ret).  The posting of the colors was conducted by VFW Post 4719 and AL Post 797 along 
with OSU ROTC Pershing Rifles Color Guard.  The Pledge of Allegiance was given by the 5th Grade Classes 
from Jefferson Elementary.  The National Anthem was sung by Terry Kegelmeyer and the invocation was 
given by Pastor Steve Brown of St. Luke Lutheran Church. The introduction was given by Dennis Murphy 
followed by the dedication of 47 new memorial bricks. 
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        Diane presents folded Flag to Capt. Jack                                Diane & Jack demonstrate Flag folding 

The brick ceremony continued with the memorial wreath placement by the fifth grade students.  A moment 
of silence followed.  The keynote address was given by Master Sergeant Randy Martyn, followed by the 
benediction from Pastor Steve Brown.  God Bless America was sung. By Terry Kegelmeyer, followed by 
the 21-gun salute by AL Post 797 and VFW Post 4719.  Taps was played by Kyle Granville, 2008 graduate 
of GLHS.  Amazing Grace was performed by Bagpipers Joe Thomas and Nicholas Bosca from High Point 
Elementary.  The ceremony was concluded by Dennis Murphy.   

                

                Speaker at Brick Dedication                                                        VFW & Legion Firing Squad  

Service Officer John Chestna has been instrumental in the 2009 American Patriot Program National Honor 
Event held on November 18th at the Huntington Park Hall of Fame Room.  This event honors the wounded 
veterans of Ohio who have served in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan and other conflicts.  The 
Phoenix Battalion Company presented the awards.  VFW Post 4719 and AL Post 797 Honor Guard 
presented and retired the colors.  John was the liaison for the event with the director of the program being 
Wes Hazlett.  John also was one of the honorees.     
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FROM DAWN DePew, LADIES AUXILIARY:                             
TIME IS RUNNING OUR:  WE STILL NEED YOUR RECIPES!!!  

 
American Legion and VFW Post Ladies Auxiliaries are continuing to collect recipes for a cookbook 
that we plan to publish.  Our recipe submission deadline has been extended to December 31, 2009, and 
that will be here before we know it!  If you plan to contribute, please submit your recipes as soon as 
possible.  You may submit as many recipes as you wish. 
 
The recipes may be handwritten, although we prefer typewritten to ensure accuracy.  If the recipes are 
handwritten, please be sure to write or print clearly.  Please submit all recipes on 81/2 x 11-inch paper.  It 
is very important that we have your name, address, and phone number on the recipe sheet so that we may 
contact you if we have any questions regarding accuracy.  Also, please indicate your membership affiliation 
with the AL and/or VFW.  Only the contributor’s name and affiliation will appear in the cookbook. 
 

Please submit recipes to: 
Dawn DePew, Cookbook Chairperson 

At 
dawnscooking@att.net (send as an “Attachment” &  
on the subject line, indicate “Cookbook Recipes”) 

OR, mail to Dawn at 
7991 Windsome Court, Blacklick, OH 43004 

 
Please send your recipes to one of the addresses above or deposit your recipes in the box provided at the 
VFW Post 4719. 
Remember:  Time is running out so put on your thinking caps and select those special and favorite recipes 
that you know others would enjoy!!  We are looking forward to your recipe contributions. 
 
        Thank you. 
 
Submitted by:  Dawn DePew, Cookbook Chairperson, AL Post 797 
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FROM POST ADJUTANT HARVEY JONES:  
Well, the first big food holiday is finally over and now we will wait until the next big feast day, when we can 
sit around the living room or den and watch football and eat till we can hardly get up to get to the bathroom.  
But, that’s tradition, and we are all inclined to continue with the ways we have grown up with and lived with 
for so many years.   
 
I took some time over Thanksgiving, since I had to work all day, to check out something that I have been 
wondering about since I became a member of the American Legion back 5 years ago.  I often wondered why 
the American Legion Posts throughout the Columbus, Ohio area were not swarming with members, since 
there are, from what I can figure, over 5 times the member capable veterans in central Ohio.  It made me 
wonder why the Post I was in did not have its own building and boast nearly 800 members in the Post.  At 
first I thought it was because the Legion in Gahanna does not have its own building, so there was no place for 
its members to socialize and get cheap drinks.  Then I realized that if they wanted that, they could join the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (if they were eligible) and have all those benefits. 
 
Then the thought crossed my mind that maybe all those veterans who did not belong to either Post were just 
not interested in becoming a part of an organization that serves other veterans, other young men and women, 
or the community, and I then began to wonder why veterans didn’t feel the need or desire to help others.  I 
guess I will never understand why a veteran who served his country might not have the desire to continue by 
helping out those who really need us.  We have the homeless, the underprivileged, the sick, those in nursing 
homes, veterans who need help with various things just because their service left them unable to do 
everything for themselves, and then we have the local schools with young boys and girls who need guidance 
and leadership, and who better to help with this than a veteran. 
 
I know that there are veterans who do a lot of these things and do not belong to a veteran’s organization, but 
there are a whole lot more who do not, and it’s those veterans, men and women, that we need in our veteran’s 
organizations.  Talk to all your relatives and friends who are veterans and ask them to join us. 
 
Attached is a 2-page application for a FREE Holiday Gift Card for any/all veterans who qualify.  If you can’t 
use it, please give it to a veteran that you know who can.  All the details are on the form.  Merry Christmas!! 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  
December 5    -    Dept Executive Committee – Ramada Plaza 
December 17  -    Post Christmas Party – Nutcracker (Raffle Draw) 
December 25  -    Christmas Day 
January 10      -    12th Dist Winter Conference Post 430 
January 15-17 -    Dept Mid-Winter Conf-Ramada Plaza 
January 21      -    Post 797 Membership Meeting 7pm 
February 7      -    12th District 4 Chaplains Service TBA 
February 19    -    Post 797 Membership Meeting 7pm 
February 23    -    12th Dist Council Mtg Post 239  7:30pm 
MARCH (TBD)   Post 797 BLOOD DRAW FOR TROOPS 
March 18        -    Post 797 Membership Meeting 7pm 
March 23        -    12th Dist Council Mtg Post 171 7:30pm   


