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The American Legion celebrated it’s 91st Birthday in March of this year, and American legion Post #797 in 
Gahanna, Ohio celebrated it during and after their March 18th General Membership Meeting.  The meeting 
too precedence for the first one and one half hours as there were many items to cover, but immediately 
following the meeting, the Ladies Auxiliary 797 joined the Post members to celebrate the Birthday, 
providing two (2) large sheet cakes and dozens of cookies and drinks.   
 
The members of Post 797 wish to extend their heartfelt thanks to all the members of the Ladies Auxiliary, 
who year after year have stepped forward and provided refreshments and baked items for many Post 
functions.  They have always been there to help out whenever they are needed.  The only sad part of the 
entire evening was to discover that the number of members to the Auxiliary are dwindling, and there are no 
new members waiting to step in to help with future functions. 
With the number of members the Post has at this time, one would think that the membership of the Ladies 
Auxiliary would have grown along with Post growth, but that has not been the case.  It would be very 
gratifying to see the spouses of our members step up and join the Auxiliary, especially with outside 
functions.  Why not give it a try?  They only meet once a month, and they work together on outside 
functions. 



NOTE FROM COMMANDER GLASGOW:  
 
Moving Together: 
 
During the March Post meeting on Thursday, 
March 18th the membership nominated a full slate 
of Officers for 2010-2011.  Through the concerted 
efforts of First Vice Commander Stan Wepking, 
our membership has attained the ninth year in a 
row as a “Quota” Post and hopefully we’ll reach 
“All-Time High Membership” by the last day 
May, this year. 
 
Under the leadership of Americanism Chairman 
Craig Reynolds, Post 797 is again going to send 
10 (10) boys from Gahanna Lincoln High School, 
including one (1) from The Arts & College Prep 
Academy of Columbus.  The ten boys will head to 
Buckeye Boys State at Bowling Green State 
University this June 
 
Jack Steinhausser, Baseball Chairman, announced 
that Post 797 will again have two (2) American 
Legion Baseball teams, 797A and 797B, that will 
begin tryouts on or about May 15th.  
 
Under Jack’s leadership and guidance the Honor 
Guard has continually served the Veteran 
community of Gahanna and the 12th District of the 
American Legion by conducting professional 
Color & Honor Guard Ceremonies with VFW 
Post 4719.  Again this year the Honor Guard has 
participated in over 100 Funerals and ceremonies. 
 
I strongly believe the Post has been well served in 
the first years of our Post’s History by serving as 
First Vice Commander for two terms (2002-
2004), as Commander (2004-2005), and now for 
(2008-2010).  I have decided that this will be my 
last year as your Commander now that Officers of 
the Post Executive Committee have developed a 
new group of leaders that will be mentored to 
guide the Post through these difficult economic 
times. 
 
I would also like to thank and express my sincere 
gratitude to all of the members of the Gahanna 
American Legion Post family for the honor to 
have served as your Post Commander for another 
year.  I also would like to thank VFW Post 4719’s 
membership for the honor to serve and work 
shoulder to shoulder with them in our efforts to 
serve our memberships and the Veterans and 

community of Gahanna.  I sincerely believe that 
both posts are moving together in the right 
direction with the new slate of nominated officers.  
Please be sure to attend the April 15th Election 
Meeting and cast your vote for our future. 
 
For the Good of Gahanna American Legion Post #  
797 
Malcolm “Mac” Glasgow 
Commander 
 
FROM FIRST VICE STAN WEPKING:  
 
We are approaching the end of the Post 797 Fiscal 
Year and presently the Post is “over quota” I am 
happy to say, but we are still anticipating a few 
more of our ‘late’ members to remit their dues for 
2010 prior to that date.  We stand at 311 
members, but need 23 more to make “All-time 
High for the 9th year in a row.   
 
The past year has been a learning process for me 
and there are still many aspects of membership I 
still have to learn, but sadly, my obligations to 
VFW Post 4719 are now needed and will prevent 
my continuing onward or upward with Post 797.  
It is therefore the reason that I have accepted a 
less demanding position within the Post as 
Sergeant at Arms.  I will make every effort to 
carry out the responsibilities of that position to the 
best of my ability. 
 
FROM SECOND VICE DIANE McDANIEL:  
 
My tenure as Second Vice Commander has finally 
come to an end and another member has accepted 
the nomination to fill the post, so I gladly am 
ready to step down and resume my duties as 
Immediate Past Post Commander, a position that I 
fell into between the past two administrations.   
 
My tenure as second vice has been eventful, as 
Post members have been able to attend several 
functions, dinners, and sightseeing tours over the 
past two years, and even though I had job 
complications, we were able to accomplish much 
and I am sure that the incoming 2d Vice will have 
the time to dedicate more effort to the position 
than I have and the Post will definitely benefit 
from it.  I will still be available to assist if the 
need should arise.  I am hoping that my job will 
allow me to attend as many meetings as humanly 
possible. 
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FROM FINANCE OFFICER GARY 
FILESETA:  
 
The Post is in very good financial position this 
year, thanks to not having the expenses required 
of the Web Site and the monthly Newsletter 
having to be mailed at a large expense.  There 
have been months that cost us more than usual, 
but then there have been months that have not, 
and with those months, we have been able to 
maintain our treasury at a responsible level.  The 
Post has been able to donate more than usual this 
year due to our lower operating expenses, and we 
have undertaken fundraisers that helped in being 
able to make these donations.  Consequently, all 
have benefited in the long run. 
 
I trust that we will be able to maintain our level of 
expenditures during the next year and possibly be 
able to grow our building fund as we move along. 
 
FROM BASEBALL MGR JACK 
STEINHAUSSER: 
 
As Commander Glasgow mentioned above, we 
will have two (2) teams again this year, but we are 
probably not going to man the concession stand at 
the ballfield.  It has been very difficult being able 
to be there throughout the summer with so little 
assistance, so having had no volunteers come 
forward this year, we will most likely turn it over 
to the parents of the ball players again this year. 
Manning the concession stand did not mean being 
there for just our teams games, it meant being 
there for all the baseball games, and that took up 
too much personal time for so few people. 
 
FROM HONOR GUARD CPT. 
STEINHAUSSER: 
 
As all those on the Honor Guard rolls know, we 
have been busy as beavers handling more and 
more funerals and doing flag raisings and 
ceremonies this year than in the past several 
years.  I want to thank the VFW Honor Guard for 
being a part of our Post Honor Guard and for 
working with us over the past year.  I look 
forward to our combined efforts in the coming 
year. 
 
FROM POST HISTORIAN MERLIN 
DePEW: 

 
The Post has been very busy during the past few 
weeks.  Yelizaveta (Leeza) Filonenko won the 
District 12 Oratorical Contest representing our 
Post.  She then participated on February 28th at 
Ohio Dominicam University in the State 
competition.  The winners were Grace Pyro, from 
Powell, Ohio who won first place, and Emily 
Thieman of Minster, Ohio, who placed second. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Yelizaveta (Leeza) Filonenko 
      Oratorical Winner with Craig & Malcolm 
 
Other activities for Post 797 included 
interviewing candidates for Buckeye Boys State 
on March 20th.  Final decisions have not been 
posted.  Post 797 had a successful blood drive the 
following day, March 21st.Post members and 
ladies from Ladies Auxiliary provided food for 
participants of the blood drive.  Forty-nine (49) 
pints of blood were donated.  In the meantime, the 
Post Honor Guard has been busy with funerals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
     
  
        Bob & Amy Shetrone donate together          
 
Post outings included the Valentine’s Day Dinner, 
held at Napoli’s Ristorante, in the Ramada Inn on 
East Broad Street.  The efforts of Dawn DePew of 
the Ladies Auxiliary made this a successful event.  
March 6th members of the Post traveled to the Air 
Force Museum at Wright Patterson AFB in 
Dayton.  Many members had dinner at Packy’s on 
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the base before heading home.  Thanks to Diand 
and Jerry McDaniel for planning a good time for 
all. 
 
During the March meeting nominations were 
conducted and were followed by the American 
Legion 91st Birthday Party, headed by Dawn 
DePew of the Ladies Auxiliary.  Dawn also baked 
cakes and cookies for the celebration. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Cake by Dawn DePew, Ladies Auxiliary 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary also raffled off a Fruit 
basket at the St Valentine’s Day Dinner as 
pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
A FEW WORDS BY OUR CHAPLAIN –  
RUSTY LUNDY:  
 
A friendly hello to all members.   
Our Post has been quite busy with Post activities 
and Post programs as well a trying to keep 
everything current.  The March meeting involved 
nominations for Post Officer positions.  We need 
to pray for those who will be elected into office 
and encourage them to uphold the integrity of 
their offices and the American Legion. 
 
Sunday, March 21st the Post hosted the ASBP 
blood drive on Yearling Road.  With only a fair 
turnout we were only fortunate in drawing 49 
pints, much less than expected.  Thanks to all the 
workers and donors for their efforts.  Won’t more 
of you consider donating next time, which will be 

May 22d, a Saturday?  We pray for our troops, but 
they also need this blood. 
 
I am working with Deputy Chief Ken Bell to 
select the Legion’s Police Officer of the Year for 
the 2010 Legion award.  We have many fine 
Police Officers in the Gahanna Police 
Department, and we are proud of the work they 
do. 
 
In our community, our Post Honor Guard, of 
which I am proud to be a member, has been very 
busy this year, providing military honors at 
funerals of our deceased veterans.  I have been 
asked to speak as the clergyman at some of these, 
and am glad to do so.  Our Legion and VFW 
Honor Guard units have joined together to 
provide the casket guard duty and gravesite 
military honors for any veteran when called upon.  
The two units proudly serve as one.  In past weeks 
we served at funerals of two of our members and 
friends, George Mathews, longtime member of 
Post 797 and Frank Daugherty, life member of 
VFW Post 4719, Past VFW Commander and 
Honor Guard Captain for many years. 
 
We were joined at George’s funersl by many 
firefighters from 4 Fire Departments, as George 
was a retired Firefighter of 40 years with Mifflin 
Township Fire Department. 
 
I take this opportunity to urge all members to 
invite other Veterans to become members of the 
American Legion.  Any veteran can visit our Post 
meetings the 3d Thursday of each month at the 
Gahanna VFW Post 4719 which starts at 7:30pm. 
I am pleased to announce that I have requested 
Commander Glasgow to appoint our new 
member, Hank Crahalla as Assistant Post 
Chaplain, to work with me. 
 
I encourage all Post 797 members to remember 
those who are serving in todays military around 
the world and stateside, their families, and also 
the POW and MIAs and their families in your 
prayers each day. 
 
May God Bless You All, Every Day, 
 
Chaplain Rusty 
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FROM POST ADJUTANT HARVEY JONES:  
 
March 2010 has passed us by and the members of 
American Legion Post 797 have nominated those 
they would like to see in Officer positions for the 
upcoming year.  Those nominated for office are: 
 
Commander  -  Malcolm Glasgow 
1st Vice         -  Tom Steckman 
2d Vice         -  Merlin DePew 
Finance Off  -  Gary Filaseta 
Service Off  -  John Chestna 
Post Historian  -  Jim Adams 
Sgt at Arms – Stanley Wepking 
Asst SAA   -  Jerry Kerr 
 
Executive Committee 
 
Jack Steinhausser 
John Raab 
Dick Trushel 
Jim Garrabrant 
 
There having been no secondary nominations 
made for any of the positions, the vote will be by 
acclimation from the Post Adjutant in April. 
Installation of Officers will be held the evening of 
May 20th, the regular May meeting night. 
 
The Post membership will be making the decision 
on whether to undertake the Fundraiser proposed 
by the Post Adjutant, utilizing the Restaurant.com 
cards.  Be prepared to talk about this fundraiser 
and to vote on it in April. 
 
Also, the Post voted to work the Gahanna Jazz 
Festival again this June and we are looking for 
volunteers to do so.  Last year the Post received a 
substantial donation from working this event.  We 
can surely use the funds.  I would like to have the 
list prepared no later than the April meeting, so 
keep these dates in mind and ask your spouse if 
she will assist.  June 18-19 & 20 are the dates. 
 
I am attaching a couple pdf files concerning the 
Armed Services Blood Drive so you can become 
familiar with how to donate, which types are 
critically needed, and how to check to see if you 
are eligible.  Please check them out.   
 
The attached files will help you understand more 
about the Armed Services Blood Program.  Please 

check them out so you can tell anyone you know 
who may be interested in donating blood to the 
troops.  Another thing I was told by the ASBP 
personnel was that if you have ever been turned 
down as a donor for low iron, you should have a 
steak or red meat the evening before donating 
along with some green vegetables, and eating a 
small box of raisins will also help, but if your iron 
is low, I would do all the items.  The troops need 
your blood badly. 
 
The pages will appear small but all you need to do 
is double click on each one and they will open full 
page for viewing. 
 
 

 
 
For the upcoming blood drive, even though it is 
not one sponsored by Post 797, we would like to 
monitor who and how many of our members will 
participate in donating blood to our troops.  Post 
797 hopes to be able to sponsor another drive in 
the near future and it would help to know which 
of our members we can count on to deliver for us.  
If you do not want to register at the ASBP site, 
you can go to Facebook, search for Harvey Jones, 
and his cause is the Blood Drives for Troops.  
You can RSVP at that site if you wish.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  
 
Sunday     April 4th   -   Easter 
 
Thursday  April 15th -   Post Meeting 7:00pm 
 
Sunday     April 18th -   Dist Spring Conf Post 532 
 
Tuesday   April 20th – VFW Meeting 7:00pm 
 
Tuesday   May 18th  - VFW Meeting 7:00pm 
 
Thursday May 20th  - Post Mtg/Officer Install 
 
Friday      May 21st - Law & Order Entry Deadline 
 
Sunday    May 23d – Dist Summer Conv Post 82 
 
Monday   May 31st – Memorial Day 
 
There is no full-page calendar this month due to 
the layout of the newsletter which does not allow 
me to change from two columns to one column in 
the same newsletter.  But, all that would normally 
appear on that full page is what is listed above. 
 
 

 
 
 
REMINDER: 
 
When you call to sign up for working the Jazz 
Festival on 18-20 June, please have your shirt 
sizes available so I can make sure everyone gets 
their shirt in the correct size this time.  Either Mac 
or Harvey will pick up the shirts and hold them 
for you so they do not happen to be given out to 
other people showing up to work the Festival.  
They would like for us all to wear the shirts 
during the time we are working the Festival so we 
help them advertise it. 
 
When you come for your assigned shifts you will 
then come to the main entrance point and pick up 
your shirt before taking your position. 
 
Harvey is looking for someone to step up and take 
over this newsletter so he can work with the new 
First Vice on Membership.  If anyone would like 
to take this over, please contact Harvey.  He has a 
template for the first page and all you would need 
to do is add the articles in the same order as this 
one.  Also, if someone would like to help with the 
Web Site, it’s easy, Harvey will help you along. 


